This year in Norfolk have seen racial disturbances, and whilst this should not be ignored – the riots are not our focus this evening. The theme for this year’s BHM is HONOURING OUR COMMUNITIES – and so this service is about CELEBRATION, COMMUNITY AND INCLUSIVITY.
We stand on the shoulders of giants from distant and near history involved in the GOOD FIGHT for racial justice – and as a descendent of enslaved peoples, I’m proud to minister in a county which was a major engine of the British anti-slavery movement. 
Norfolk didn't just support the national campaign—it frequently led it. The following is a snapshot, I’d like to mention some key people and events;
Thousands of citizens in Norfolk, adopting a London based campaign to boycott slave grown goods, stopped buying West Indian sugar and rum. The support for this campaign was so strong that a Birmingham newspaper reported that in Norwich 'sugar is now positively banished from the most polite and fashionable tea-tables'.
The Quaker Society -were some of the earliest abolitionist – forming an abolitionist committee as early as the seventeenth century 
Norfolk’s women such as Amelia Opie – the writer and poet and Anna Gurney: from a prominent quaker family, joined forces to establish the women’s branch of the anti-slavery movement –They gathered a massive petition containing 187,000 women's signatures to present to Parliament. Opie’s poem, The Black Man's Lament, was a highly influential piece of anti-slavery literature.

Opie Street in central Norwich is named after her in recognition of her work not only as a novelist and poet, but as a passionate abolitionist.

The famous freed slave and author Olaudah Equiano (Gustavus Vassa) visited Norwich to give lectures on the horrors of the Middle Passage. His autobiography was immensely popular in the county and Norfolk citizens funded the printing of its eighth edition. Amelia Opie and her father paid to sponsor 250 copies. 

Visiting Black abolitionists, such as Benjamin Benson, toured rural Norfolk locations like Crimplesham to give lectures detailing the ongoing horrors of American slavery.

And of course, NORFOLK MP’s -: Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton and William Smith, MP, ensured Norwich's anti-slavery voice was heard in Parliament. Buxton was instrumental in passing the 1833 Act which outlawed slavery in most of the British Empire.

Mention must be made of the role of St Peter Mancroft - The bells of this church rang out for two days (48 hours) non-stop in April 1792 after the House of Commons voted in favour of the gradual abolition of the slave trade. 

Edward, in 2033, it will be 200 years since the 1833 Slavery Abolition Act, which outlawed slavery across most of the British Empire, might St Peter Maccroft think about ringing the bells again – I’m not saying for 2 days straight – the council’s 
Community Safety and Neighbourhood Nuisance dept would certainly have something to say about that!

After parliament outlawed the slave trade in 1807, the Royal Navy deployed ships - the West Africa Squadron, to intercept illicit slave ships. 
One of those ships was the HMS AMELIA, COMMANDED BY Captain Frederick Paul Irby from Morningthorpe, Norfolk. During his patrols, his crew successfully liberated hundreds of captured West Africans, Three of the young boys rescued by Irby's patrol were brought back to Norfolk, where they were formally baptized at St Peter Mancroft church in May 1813. 

Yes, profits from Caribbean plantations and slave ownership directly supported several historic Norfolk properties, including Earsham Hall, Blickling Hall, and Oxburgh hall, and many people opposed the abolition of slavery, but many many helped to bring about its downfall.

So I honour the community of activists gone before us – men and women – black and white – and our communities today – all who through ordinary and extraordinary activities, ensure we create and live in a society where all are afforded equality, welcome. and dignity and are freed from the mental slavery of racism.
Our hope rests in the one in who created us all, and in whose image we are all made, and on which foundation we stand. 
Please stand if it’s comfortable to do so, as we sing – THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION IS JESUS 
