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Collective Worship Network: May 2026

Padlet access for CW Network 
Resources

https://padlet.com/chrisallen12/dio
cese-of-norwich-collective-worship-
network-lwttxtskx3tbg2c2
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Time Content

3.30pm Welcome and introductions

Aims of session

3.40pm Updates
3.55pm Developing Inclusive Collective Worship
4.10pm Sharing of ideas and collaboration 
4.30pm Resources for Pentecost, Ascension & Moving On

4.45pm Other useful resources for 2025-26.

5pm Future Dates and Final questions and close



By the end of today’s session…

• Received an update from the Diocesan Advisers Worship Network 
(DAWN).

• Considered how we might encourage inclusive collective Worship.

• Had opportunities to collaborate and share good practice.

• Familiarised ourselves with resources to support Ascension Day, 
Pentecost and Moving On.

• Consider wider opportunities linked to the development of Collective 
Worship in school.



Diocesan Advisers 
Worship Network 

Update



National SIAMS Report 2024-25

Recommendation for schools:

https://www.nse.org.uk/s/The-2024-2025-SIAMS-Annual-Report-
002.pdf
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Research — National Society for Education

https://www.nse.org.uk/growing-faith-foundation/research
https://www.nse.org.uk/growing-faith-foundation/research
https://www.nse.org.uk/growing-faith-foundation/research


Mark+Wrangles+research+report.
pdf

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/669e29466c5f4a0a5baa7936/t/6851e101f9f3940f22bc9d89/1750196482347/Mark+Wrangles+research+report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/669e29466c5f4a0a5baa7936/t/6851e101f9f3940f22bc9d89/1750196482347/Mark+Wrangles+research+report.pdf






1) Trust is key 
2) Good partnerships take time 
3) Good partnerships adapt to local need 
4) In strong partnerships, churches understand schools 
5) Communication is key
6) There is a need for inspiration 
7) Financial Inventiveness 
8) Sharing resources across the partnership
9) The importance of governors Nearly all the partnerships 
had begun with governance support. 
10) External organisations can bring efficacy and support

Summary of Key Findings 



Sharing Ideas 
about use of 

Music in 
Worship:
Feedback 

EYFS Song List….



Inclusive Collective 
Worship



www.churchofengland.org/education

IQ3 How is daily collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish 

spiritually?

a) How do the theologically rooted Christian vision and the Anglican/Methodist foundation of 

the school shape worship and spirituality in the school?

b) How do partnerships with the DBE and/or MAST, and partnerships with parish/local 

church/es enhance this?

c) In what ways is the worship life of the school inclusive, invitational, and inspirational?

d) In the context of the school as a Church school, what do pupils and adults understand to 

be the meaning of spirituality and spiritual development? How does this enhance and 

enrich collective worship and individuals’ spiritual development?

e) How does the trust contribute to and enhance the school’s worship and spiritual life?



The typical features of daily collective worship in church schools:

Follows the national 
guidance and (inclusive, 

invitational and 
inspirational). 

Is wholly Christian in 
nature.

Includes prayer and 
reflection.

Includes biblical 
teachings or references.

Explore your vision/ 
Christian distinctiveness 

e.g. through a core 
value as the ‘theme’

May include Anglican 
traditions e.g. liturgy, 

blessings, Lord’s prayer, 
liturgical colours etc.



The language to describe the types of collective worship?

Singing assembly
Celebration assembly

Class assembly

Choral worship
Celebration / Praise worship

Class led worship



collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
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Inclusive: 
Worship is collective in that it involves meeting, exploring, questioning, 
and responding to others and, for some, to God. In the Church school 
pupils, their families and other adults can expect to encounter worship 
that is inclusive of, and fully accessible to, all. Many pupils and staff in 
our schools will come from homes of different faith backgrounds as 
well as of no faith background. Moreover, many pupils will naturally be 
at different stages of their spiritual journey during their time in school. 
Pupils should be given the opportunity to think and ask questions. 
There should be space to consent, and dissent: to participate and to 
stand back; and to consider. It is an expectation that care will be taken 
to ensure that the language used by those facilitating worship avoids 
assuming faith in all those participating, listening and watching. 



Collective worship should not be ‘done to’ but will 
involve meaningful contributions from the whole 
school community, including pupils. It is recognised 
that pupils will bring their own experience to 
worship. Inclusion requires pupil involvement in 
planning, leading and the evaluation of worship. 
Although part of a national legislative framework, 
collective worship in the Church school grows out of 
the local context and out of pupils’ experience, 
including their cultural backgrounds. 



Being Inclusive -Points to consider

Many pupils and staff in our 
schools will come from 
homes of different faith 

backgrounds as well as of no 
faith background. 

Moreover, many pupils will 
naturally be at different 
stages of their spiritual 

journey during their time in 
school. 

Collective worship should 
not be ‘done to’ but will 

involve meaningful 
contributions from the 

whole school community, 
including pupils. 

Pupils are different ages

Pupils have different needs 
which need to be 

considered to allow them to 
access collective worship.

Pupils may find different 
styles helpful.



Creating Inclusive Worship for All - The Diocese of St Albans

S1 E9: Enhancing the 
Inclusion of Pupils with 
Additional Needs in 
Collective Worship with 
Mark Arnold - Flourishing 
Together | Podcast on 
Spotify
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Potential Barriers

Physical Barriers

Physical barriers There are many physical barriers that a child or young person with additional needs can encounter 
and struggle with in school. A good way to identify these is to carry out an audit of the building, ideally in the 
company of an Autistic young person or adult who may be able to pinpoint more barriers than you would identify 
yourself. Here are a few things that you might come across in a typical school: 

• Accessibility to the space
• Loud noise
• Echoing noise
• Bright lights
• Flashing lights
• Overpowering smells
• Lots of people
• Signs that are unclear: “Please turn off all lights when you leave the room.” could result in everyone else being 
plunged into darkness! 



Potential Barriers

Programme Barriers

Programme barriers As well as physical barriers, there can be programme related barriers that can prove difficult for a 
child or young person with additional needs to successfully navigate. Again, a young person or adult with additional 
needs may be able to help you to identify and modify or remove these barriers. Here are a few suggestions to get you 
started:

 • Unexpected changes to the programme
• Uncertainty about what is happening now/next
• Uninteresting or confusing programme content
• Unexpectedly being asked to do something; e.g. being suddenly asked to read out loud or pray, being unexpectedly 
publicly congratulated for an achievement, or during a time of collective worship for everyone to ‘share the peace’ 
lots of people wanting a handshake or a hug. 



Potential Barriers

People Barriers
People barriers There can be additional barriers created in our school context for children and young people with 
additional needs by staff members or other children and young people. Once more, a young person or adult with 
additional needs might be able to help here, based on their own experiences in school, but here are a few people 
barriers to start with: 
• Having to meet other people’s expectations: such as giving eye contact, but also children/young people being 
considered ‘rude’ if they don’t look at someone who is speaking to them. Children and young people with additional 
needs are often expected to change and adapt to ‘fit in’ and be like other children. This is, of course, not possible and 
so leads to significant anxiety and stress. 

• Using metaphors: phrases like “her head is in the clouds” or “he is on fire today” can be very confusing and even 

alarming (“He’s on fire? Quick, get the fire extinguisher!!”) 
• Sitting still and listening to someone talk: we all have different preferred learning styles, although in reality we tend 
to learn in multiple ways at the same time, and yet we still expect children and young people to sit quietly and listen 
to someone speaking.
 • Cultural issues and misunderstandings. 



Questions

Here are some questions to consider regarding the barriers that 
children and young people with additional needs might face in school:

 • Which of these barriers do you recognise in your own school setting?

 • Whose responsibility is it to identify and modify or remove these 
barriers; children and young people with additional needs, or leaders?

 • Who might you get to help you to do this? 



Ask – Contact the families of children and young people with additional needs and ask them to help you to 
get this right in your school. Tell them that you really value their input and that together you can make a 
difference. You might have to apologise if your school hasn’t sought their input before or has ignored their 
previous suggestions. Ask them what barriers they have experienced, there will probably be some you 
haven’t thought of, and agree to work on them together.
 
Seek – What solutions can they think of? Are there ideas that have been helpful for them/their child or 
young person in other settings, e.g. a previous school, home, other clubs, that could be adapted to work in 
your school? 

Know – Learn from the families and from the children and young people themselves. They know most 
about their/their child’s ways of experiencing and navigating a safe and successful way through the world 
and will have a wealth of knowledge to share; let them be your guide. Case Studies and Resources available to 

consider specific needs.



An opportunity to share…

• Ideas
• Resources
• Experiences
• Practice 

BREAKOUT 
ROOMS

It would be good to share ideas when you return.

Although we have been talking about SEND in this last 
part feel free to talk about any aspects of inclusion.



Resources



Picture News About Us | Educational News Resources for 
Schools

https://picture-news.co.uk/about-us
https://picture-news.co.uk/about-us


Simple Acts | Refugee Week

https://refugeeweek.org/simple-acts/


Simple Acts | Refugee Week

https://refugeeweek.org/simple-acts/


Social Media | Refugee Week

https://refugeeweek.org/take-part/social-media-2/


Ascension, Pentecost and 
Moving on Resources



Ascension, Pentecost and 
Moving on Resources



BRF | Leading Christian charity 
enabling ministry and mission | 
Resources : BRF

https://www.brf.org.uk/resources/product_topics/ascension/
https://www.brf.org.uk/resources/product_topics/ascension/
https://www.brf.org.uk/resources/product_topics/ascension/


Ascension Day (CYP)

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/seasons-and-festivals/church-seasons/easter/resources-for-celebrating-easter/ascension-day-resources/ascension-day-cyp


SPCK Assemblies - Ascension Day

https://www.assemblies.org.uk/sec/3522/ascension-day
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/sec/3522/ascension-day
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/sec/3522/ascension-day


Ascension Day Dramatic Reading - engageworship

https://engageworship.org/ideas/ascension-day-dramatic-reading
https://engageworship.org/ideas/ascension-day-dramatic-reading
https://engageworship.org/ideas/ascension-day-dramatic-reading


The Ascension of Jesus - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgmnk7/articles/z4txnk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgmnk7/articles/z4txnk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgmnk7/articles/z4txnk7


Jesus' Ascension - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo


Ascension Spiral Prayers

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2014/05/ascension-spiral-prayers.html


Ascension Bubbles: Activity and Prayer for Ascension Day

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2018/04/ascension-bubbles-activity-and-prayer.html


Experience After Easter (Including Pentecost) – New! – Jumping 
Fish Publications

https://jumpingfishpublications.co.uk/product/experience-after-easter/
https://jumpingfishpublications.co.uk/product/experience-after-easter/
https://jumpingfishpublications.co.uk/product/experience-after-easter/
https://jumpingfishpublications.co.uk/product/experience-after-easter/
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https://jumpingfishpublications.co.uk/product/experience-after-easter/


Pentecost Archives - All Age Worship Resources

https://www.allageworshipresources.org/tag/pentecost/
https://www.allageworshipresources.org/tag/pentecost/
https://www.allageworshipresources.org/tag/pentecost/


7240a5_06d22b8a51c44ea1bca3cc78e0708d03.pdf

https://www.theresourcehub.co.uk/_files/ugd/7240a5_06d22b8a51c44ea1bca3cc78e0708d03.pdf


School Events - New Testament

https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_schools-NT.php#NT-MINI-section
https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_schools-NT.php#NT-MINI-section
https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_schools-NT.php#NT-MINI-section


7240a5_1638db35c0ae4088b3d39defbe13bcd4.pdf

https://www.theresourcehub.co.uk/_files/ugd/7240a5_1638db35c0ae4088b3d39defbe13bcd4.pdf


TKC_KidsPrayerAdventure_DIGITAL (2).pdf

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2026-04/TKC_KidsPrayerAdventure_DIGITAL%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2026-04/TKC_KidsPrayerAdventure_DIGITAL%20%282%29.pdf


Documents

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/document?tags%5b%5d=101&tags%5b%5d=17&matchalltags=on&search=&sort=title-asc


It's Your Move | Scripture Union

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/its-your-move


www.regrants.org.uk 

http://www.regrants.org.uk/


www.speakingvolumes.org.uk 

http://www.speakingvolumes.org.uk/


Other Useful Resources



Fischy Music



Coming Soon





Collective Worship Network February 2026

Share an example of good practice or a resource you have used recently in Collective Worship – it could 

be how you have adapted your plans to meet the needs of different groups of pupils, or a story or new 

song resource.  



Action 
Research 
Focus Ideas
2026/2027

Please say or add 
to the chat!



Dates proposed for Collective Worship Network Next Year 2026/2027 

Training and Events - Diocese of Norwich

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/


Other Training 2026/2027 Dates and Prices to be confirmed

Training and Events - Diocese of Norwich

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/


Other Training Proposed 2026/2027  Dates and Prices to be confirmed 

Training and Events - Diocese of Norwich

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/education/training-and-events/


Feedback and Contact…

https://forms.office.com/e/F41eXYJgfn  

fiona.greening@dioceseofnorwich.org 

https://forms.office.com/e/F41eXYJgfn
mailto:chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org
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