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Time Content

3.30pm Welcome and introductions

Aims of session

3.40pm Diocesan Advisers Worship Network update
3.55pm Developing Spirituality through music in collective worship/
4.10pm Sharing of ideas and collaboration 
4.30pm Resources for Lent & Easter

4.45pm Other useful resources for 2025-26.

5pm Future Dates and Final questions and close



By the end of today’s session…

• Received an update from the Diocesan Advisers Worship Network 
(DAWN).

• Considered how we might encourage 

• Had opportunities to collaborate and share good practice.

• Familiarised ourselves with resources to support Lent and Easter.

• Consider wider opportunities linked to the development of Collective 
Worship in school.



Diocesan Advisers 
Worship Network 

Update



National SIAMS Report 2024-25

Recommendation for schools:

• 3.2. However, whilst provision is strong, the suitability of this 
provision in curating space for spiritual flourishing is diminished 
when schools do not have a coherent understanding of 
spirituality. In these schools the impact of worship is inhibited 
by a confusion as to its purpose. Leaders are unable to 
comment in an informed way about how worship leads to 
spiritual flourishing for pupils and adults. This is because the 
link between provision and impact is not deeply understood. If 
leaders are unsure as to what spirituality and spiritual 
flourishing means they are unable to determine if it is 
happening in practice. 

https://www.nse.org.uk/s/The-2024-2025-SIAMS-Annual-Report-
002.pdf
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Music and CYP - a Growing 
Faith Network

https://churchofengland.tfaforms.net/4903932
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James+Bowen+research+report.pdf

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/669e29466c5f4a0a5baa7936/t/68c2e1ebe78aac1bc2236157/1757602283345/James+Bowen+research+report.pdf


School choir Baldwins Gate Primary

4 workshops – singing, writing prayers, reading Bible 
passages, reflecting on the music

1. Taize
2. Christmas – carols for school and church services
3. Easter – Hymnpact! Resources
4. Preparation for Choral Evensong at Lichfield 

Cathedral

Questionnaire to schools across Diocese via DBE







Conclusions and/or recommendations
Based on research findings, a series of conclusions and/or recommendations can be made to the 
Growing Faith Foundation as to how the Church of England should engage with children, schools and 
families:

• Provide guidance as to traditional hymns and contemporary worship songs that are theologically 
sound and accessible for children which schools can use.

• Consider commissioning a new collection of hymns and worship songs and resources for collective 
worship for primary schools.

• Promote a variety of different styles and genres, for example, chants and gospel as well as secular 
music that appeals to children and young people.

• Encourage schools to meaningfully reflect on hymns and songs as part of collective worship by 
linking them closely to the theme of collective worship and the RE curriculum.

• Develop a partnership between schools and churches by holding collective worship in schools and at 
nearby churches, clergy playing an active role in the life of schools and involving parents and carers.

1/2



• Suggest different formats for collective worship.
• Expand the range of singing resources available to schools whether through Hymnpact! or other 

initiatives. Promote them more widely and make them freely available if possible.
• Offer advice and guidance as to how to support children who do not normally engage with singing.
• Grow school choirs to involve children and young people in leading worship in a school and/or church 

setting. Ensure that they are fun and inclusive environments.
• Ask older pupils to sing in different parts or solos, lead actions, read Bible passages, write and lead prayers 

and play musical instruments in worship.
• Provide opportunities for choirs to perform within school and church, but also within the wider community 

and at music and massed singing concerts.
• Build on existing cathedral or church-based music and singing outreach programmes like MusicShare and 

expand them to reach new audiences.
• Encourage schools to arrange singing-based enrichment days and workshops and spirituality days.



Research — National Society for Education
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Time for reflection…

• How is music used in your collective worship.

• Do you think it is just an add on or does it enhance what is 
happening?

• Does some music reflect the Anglican tradition of the school?

• Are the words explained or used to help pupils reflect on theological 
concepts?

• Do your music choices ever reflect the global church?

?



The Blessing (Global Choir) | Live From Elevation Ballantyne | 
Elevation Worship - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9EK8dAXl6I&t=67s
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An opportunity to share…

• Ideas
• Resources
• Experiences
• Practice 



Focusing on music
What does your collective worship look like in a 
typical week?

• Are there a range of music experiences in the week?

• Do staff leading collective worship feel empowered to make their own 
choices?

• Are you using only on type of song or music?

• Are pupils allowed to engage & respond in different ways?

• Do pupils lead any of music?

• Is any vocabulary ever explained to pupils to develop understanding?

• Do you ever spend time exploring music worship?

• Do you know what the children feel about the way music is used in 
collective worship?



Lent and 
Easter 
Resources

Understanding 
Christianity

Salvation
The Gospels



Kids Worship: Story of the Cross
Actions

Rend Collective Kids 

Story of the Cross- Rend Co Kids Lyrics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=An1Wjsr-Q1o&t=35s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1dmm9N-6bI&list=RDa1dmm9N-6bI&start_radio=1
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This Is Amazing Grace - Bethel Music Kids | Come Alive Worship sung in many churches

Phil Wickham - This Is Amazing Grace (Official Lyric Video)
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Microsoft Word - Holy Week in Art.docx

https://www.imaginor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Journey-into-Easter.pdf
https://www.imaginor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Journey-into-Easter.pdf
https://www.imaginor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Journey-into-Easter.pdf


Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg 
(768×593)

https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg
https://ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Lent-and-Easter-Activity-Calendar-Printable-768x593-1.jpg


Lent and Easter Resources – East Cardiff Ministry Area

https://eastcardiff.church/schools/lent-and-easter-resources/
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Lent and Easter Resources – East Cardiff Ministry Area
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The Seriously Surprising Story – Our 2018 Easter story for 
children

NB: Need to watch first to check some images.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndtnZV-5QTo
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Bing Videos

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Bible+society+Its+going+to+be+fine+an+eASTER+RHYME+&&mid=08DC47CD0FE651D2637E08DC47CD0FE651D2637E&churl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fchannel%2fUC-RBsOU-Kfoaed2LEMpP3SA&FORM=VRDGAR


Easter resources

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/easter-resources


Lent 2025 — National Society for Education

https://www.nse.org.uk/ayla/additional-resources/lent
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https://www.nse.org.uk/ayla/additional-resources/lent


Lent and Easter schools resources | Christian Aid

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/schools/lent-easter-schools-resources






Covers 6 
weeks



Christian Aid Week School Resources | Christian Aid

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/christian-aid-week-school-resources


Dancing to the Heartbeat of God: Stories of Discipleship: The Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent Book 2026: Foreword by 
Sarah Mullally: Amazon.co.uk: Community, Anglican: 9780281092314: Books

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dancing-Heartbeat-God-Discipleship-Canterburys/dp/0281092311/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dancing-Heartbeat-God-Discipleship-Canterburys/dp/0281092311/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0


School Events - Easter

https://www.bible.org.uk/Easter.php#EASTER-section
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Other Useful Resources for 2025-26





The Bishop's Lent Appeal 2026 - Diocese of Norwich

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/the-bishops-lent-appeal-launch-2026/
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/the-bishops-lent-appeal-launch-2026/
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Free Assemblies - Big Start Assemblies

https://bigstartassemblies.org/free-assemblies/
https://bigstartassemblies.org/free-assemblies/
https://bigstartassemblies.org/free-assemblies/


Collective Worship Network February 2026

Share an example of good practice or a resource you have used recently in Collective Worship – it could 

be how you have adapted your plans to meet the needs of different groups of pupils, or a story or new 

song resource.  



www.speakingvolumes.org.uk 

http://www.speakingvolumes.org.uk/


www.regrants.org.uk 

http://www.regrants.org.uk/




Feedback and Contact…

https://forms.office.com/e/F41eXYJgfn  

fiona.greening@dioceseofnorwich.org 

https://forms.office.com/e/F41eXYJgfn
mailto:chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org
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