RE Planning Cycle Template1. Engage

Session 1:
Explore real images of the world, including space, earth, people, animals, etc. What do children think of these? How do they make you feel or think? Where do they think these things came from? Write a short poem, using 5 senses, to describe one of the pictures of the world/creation.
Unit Focus/ Year Groups: Year Group: 6/Enquiry: 4
Creation and science: conflicting or complementary?




5. Express

Session 6: 
Explore some famous scientists’ opinions, can they believe in both science and creation? Dawkins, Einstein, Newton, Pasteur, Taylor, Kelvin, Chopra, Shapley, Wiseman. If possible, find a Christian scientist to come and talk to class. Can the children write / discuss h ow you can have a theological belief but also be a scientist?

[image: ]2. Enquire

Session 2: 
Explore Psalm 8, what are the similarities between this and the poem they wrote? Which parts of the Psalm are about God and which are about people? How does it describe God, e.g. powerful – how/why?

Session 3: 
Explore Genesis 1:1-2:3 (suggest The Message version). Summarise what happened on each day. Think about the genre of this chapter, how could it be a poem, report or a story? Decide which genre they think it is individually and prove how it could be this.










3. Explore

Session 4: Read a scientific account of how the world was created – cosmology (the beginning of the universe) and evolution (the development of living things). Compare these in detail to Genesis 1, are there any similarities?




4. Evaluate

Session 5: 
Think of some questions we wanted answered about the world, e.g. where do dinosaurs fit in? What is the point of the world? Using Genesis and cosmology explanations, how could the questions be answered differently?







Supplementary Resources

	Session 1
	  NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the Day (APOD): This website offers stunning images from space and explanations. You could explore images of galaxies, planets, and stars, then discuss what students think of them.
Website: APOD
  National Geographic Kids: A collection of images of animals, people, and places around the world. These images can spark discussions about nature, humanity, and how people and animals live on Earth.
Website: National Geographic Kids
  Unsplash or Pexels: For free, high-quality images of nature, people, and various scenes of the world. You can select images of diverse subjects, including landscapes, animals, or human activities.
Website: Unsplash | Pexels
Example Poem about a picture of woods/forests
In this poem, the five senses are described:
· Sight (tall trees, sunlight filtering)
· Smell (earth, rain, pine)
· Touch (coolness, softness of moss, rough bark)
· Taste (fresh air, taste of pine)
· Sound (birds singing, leaves rustling)
I see the trees stretching high,
their leaves swaying in the breeze.
Sunlight filters through, soft and warm.
I smell the damp earth,
the fresh scent of pine and rain.
I feel the cool air on my skin,
the rough bark against my hand,
the softness of moss beneath my feet.
I taste the crispness in the air,
like a bite of nature itself.
I hear the rustling leaves,
the distant call of birds,
the quiet hum of life all around.

	Session 2
	Psalm 8 is a beautiful expression of awe and wonder at God's creation and the relationship between humanity and the Creator. It explores the vastness of the universe, the majesty of God, and the dignity of human beings, all within the context of God's greatness.
Similarities Between Psalm 8 and the Poem:
1. Connection to Nature: Both the poem and Psalm 8 focus on nature and creation, drawing attention to the beauty of the world. The poem describes the forest with its trees, earth, sunlight, and creatures, while Psalm 8 celebrates the glory of God's creation, including the heavens, the moon, and the stars (Psalm 8:3-4).
2. Use of the Senses: Both works engage the senses to evoke a sense of wonder. In the poem, the senses of sight, smell, touch, taste, and sound are used to describe the forest. Similarly, Psalm 8 reflects on the observable world ("the work of Your fingers," Psalm 8:3) and evokes a sense of awe.
3. The Theme of Wonder: Both the poem and Psalm 8 express awe at the world around them. The poem marvels at the forest's beauty, while Psalm 8 marvels at the heavens and the vastness of creation, yet also at the humble position of humanity within that vastness.
Parts of Psalm 8 About God and People:
· About God:
Psalm 8 begins by focusing on God's majesty and power:
"O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!" (Psalm 8:1).
It speaks of God's creation of the heavens, the moon, and the stars (Psalm 8:3), and how everything He created displays His glory and power. God is described as the Creator of the universe, and the majesty of His name is spread throughout the earth.
· Psalm 8:1: "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!"
· Psalm 8:3-4: "When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them?"
· About People:
In the middle of the Psalm, the focus shifts to humanity. It describes how God has given human beings dominion over creation, despite their smallness in comparison to the vastness of the universe. Humans are made a little lower than the angels and crowned with glory and honor (Psalm 8:5-6).
· Psalm 8:5-6: "You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet."
How Psalm 8 Describes God:
· Powerful: Psalm 8 portrays God as immensely powerful, who created the vast universe with His hands. It highlights His role as the Creator of the stars, the moon, and the heavens, showing His control and dominion over the entire cosmos.
· Psalm 8:3: "When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place..." This shows God's power in creating such a vast, beautiful, and ordered universe with ease—"the work of your fingers," suggesting effortless creation and control.
· Majestic: The Psalm emphasizes God's majesty, stating that His name is majestic in all the earth (Psalm 8:1), underscoring His greatness and reverence.
· Mindful of Humanity: Despite the overwhelming power and grandeur of God, Psalm 8 also presents a God who is mindful of humans, who are small compared to the universe yet are given a place of honor and responsibility over creation.
· Psalm 8:4: "What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?"
Reflection on the Similarities:
The poem and Psalm 8 both lead to reflections on creation's beauty and God's greatness. While the poem is more personal and sensory in its approach, Psalm 8 elevates that awe to praise and acknowledgment of God’s power, and the unique place humanity holds in His creation. Both convey wonder and awe, but Psalm 8 expands that wonder into an acknowledgment of God's role in creating and caring for the universe and humanity.
In essence, Psalm 8 describes God as powerful and majestic, capable of creating the vastness of the heavens and the earth, yet mindful of the smallness of humanity and granting them dignity and responsibility.

	Session 3
	Summary of Genesis 1:1-2:3 (The Message Version)
In Genesis 1:1-2:3, the creation of the world unfolds in a structured, seven-day sequence. Below is a breakdown of what happened on each day:
Day 1: Creation of Light (Genesis 1:1-5)
· God created light, separating it from darkness. He named the light "Day" and the darkness "Night."
Day 2: Creation of the Sky (Genesis 1:6-8)
· God created the sky to separate the waters above from the waters below. He called the sky "Heaven."
Day 3: Creation of Land, Seas, and Vegetation (Genesis 1:9-13)
· God gathered the waters together so that dry land appeared. He named the dry land "Earth" and the gathered waters "Seas." Then, God created vegetation on Earth: plants, trees, and all kinds of greenery.
Day 4: Creation of Sun, Moon, and Stars (Genesis 1:14-19)
· God created the sun, moon, and stars to give light to the Earth, to separate day from night, and to mark seasons, days, and years.
Day 5: Creation of Sea Creatures and Birds (Genesis 1:20-23)
· God created creatures of the sea and birds to fill the sky. He blessed them to be fruitful and multiply.
Day 6: Creation of Land Animals and Humanity (Genesis 1:24-31)
· God created animals on the land and humans in His image. He gave humans dominion over all living creatures. God created both male and female in His image, blessing them to multiply and fill the Earth.
Day 7: God’s Rest (Genesis 2:1-3)
· On the seventh day, God rested from His work, blessing and sanctifying the day as a day of rest.
Genre of Genesis 1:1-2:3
Genesis 1:1-2:3 can be analysed in terms of its genre. Here’s an exploration of the possibilities:
1. Poem:
· Why it could be a poem: The rhythmic structure and repetition in Genesis 1, such as the repeated phrases "And God said," "And there was," "It was good," and "evening and morning," give it a poetic feel. The text is highly structured, with each day ending with a summary of creation ("And there was evening, and there was morning,") and a sense of order and beauty in the description of creation. This structured repetition is a hallmark of poetic writing.
· Example of poetic structure:
· "And God said, 'Let there be light.' And there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness." This repetitive structure makes it feel like a poetic hymn or chant.
2. Report:
· Why it could be a report: The passage follows a logical, step-by-step order of events, detailing the creation of the world day by day. This ordered description is similar to how a report would methodically present facts or steps. The language is straightforward and descriptive, as if documenting a sequence of events in a factual manner.
· Example of report-like style:
· "God made the sky, separated the waters from the waters. He called the sky Heaven. There was evening, there was morning—the second day."
This factual approach to presenting what happened on each day gives it a report-like feel.
3. Story:
· Why it could be a story: Genesis 1 also has the characteristics of a narrative, with a beginning (the creation of the world), a middle (the development of life), and an ending (God resting on the seventh day). The passage has a clear progression of events, which makes it resemble the structure of a story. It also introduces characters (God as the Creator and humanity), setting (the Earth), and actions (God’s creative acts).
· Example of story-like elements:
· "God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them."
This moment, where humanity is introduced and given purpose, is central to the story-like aspect of the passage.
Which Genre Do I Think It Is?
Each person might interpret the genre differently, but here's how we could choose:
1. Poem: Given the repetitive structure, the rhythmic quality, and the focus on beauty and order in creation, one could argue that Genesis 1 is a poem. It is both a reflection on the beauty of creation and an expression of divine power, which aligns with many elements of poetry, including vivid descriptions, repetition, and a sense of awe.
2. Report: From a more analytical perspective, Genesis 1 could also be seen as a report, as it systematically lists each step of the creation process. The careful, almost scientific approach to outlining what was made on each day supports the idea of it being a factual report.
3. Story: However, the narrative structure and the way it introduces characters, actions, and a purpose (the creation of humans and the idea of rest) suggests it could also be a story. The creation account reads like the beginning of a larger narrative, where God sets the world in motion and humanity has a central role to play.

	Session 4
	Comparing the scientific account of the creation of the universe (cosmology) and the evolution of living things with Genesis 1 offers an interesting intersection of science, faith, and philosophy. While the two perspectives differ in methodology and approach—science being empirical and observational, and Genesis 1 being theological and narrative—there are areas where similarities in the broad patterns and concepts can be found.
Cosmology: The Beginning of the Universe
Scientific Understanding (Big Bang Theory):
· Big Bang: The universe began approximately 13.8 billion years ago with the Big Bang. This was an extremely hot, dense point that expanded rapidly and continues to expand today. The creation of matter, space, and time began at this moment.
· Formation of Matter: In the first few minutes, atoms formed (mostly hydrogen and helium). After millions of years, gravity caused matter to clump together, forming stars and galaxies.
· Creation of Elements: Heavier elements formed in the cores of stars. When stars exploded in supernovae, these elements spread throughout the universe, eventually forming planets, including Earth.
· The Formation of Earth: Earth formed around 4.5 billion years ago from dust and gas surrounding the young Sun. Over time, it cooled, and the surface solidified.
· Development of Life: Life on Earth is believed to have started around 3.8 billion years ago with simple single-celled organisms. Evolution through natural selection led to the diversity of life seen today.
Genesis 1: The Creation of the World
Genesis 1:1-2:3 describes a series of creative acts by God in six days, with each day bringing something new into existence:
· Day 1: Creation of light, separating it from darkness (Genesis 1:3-5).
· Day 2: Creation of the sky to separate waters above from waters below (Genesis 1:6-8).
· Day 3: Creation of dry land, seas, and vegetation (Genesis 1:9-13).
· Day 4: Creation of the Sun, Moon, and stars to govern day and night (Genesis 1:14-19).
· Day 5: Creation of sea creatures and birds (Genesis 1:20-23).
· Day 6: Creation of land animals and humanity (Genesis 1:24-31).
· Day 7: God rests (Genesis 2:1-3).
Comparison Between Scientific Cosmology and Genesis 1
Here’s a comparison of the scientific cosmology and Genesis 1 on specific aspects:
1. Beginning of the Universe
· Science: The universe began with the Big Bang, an event that created matter, space, and time. It was followed by the cooling of the universe, the formation of galaxies, stars, and eventually planets, including Earth.
· Genesis: Genesis starts with the creation of the heavens and the earth: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). This idea of a beginning is similar to the Big Bang theory in that both describe an origin or start of everything. However, Genesis attributes the cause to God, while science points to a natural event.
2. Creation of Light
· Science: In the early universe, light was created when atoms began to form after the Big Bang, and the universe became transparent enough for light to travel freely. The Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) is the remnant of this light, often referred to as the "afterglow" of the Big Bang.
· Genesis: The creation of light is described as God simply commanding light to appear, separating it from darkness (Genesis 1:3-5). This narrative emphasizes the role of divine will rather than natural processes.
Similarity: Both describe light emerging early in the process of creation, though the methods differ—science speaks of natural processes, while Genesis presents a supernatural command.
3. Creation of the Earth
· Science: Earth formed from the dust and gas surrounding the young Sun about 4.5 billion years ago, through processes like gravity and accretion. Over time, it cooled and solidified, creating a solid surface and atmosphere.
· Genesis: On Day 1, God created the heavens and the earth, which were initially formless and empty, with darkness covering the deep (Genesis 1:2). The land is then separated from the waters, and dry land appears on Day 3 (Genesis 1:9-10).
Similarity: Both accounts describe the Earth as initially unformed or chaotic and later becoming a structured, habitable planet. Genesis emphasizes God’s direct action, while science describes physical processes.
4. Creation of Life
· Science: Life on Earth began around 3.8 billion years ago with simple, single-celled organisms. Evolution, through natural selection, led to more complex organisms. Over time, diverse forms of life, including plants, animals, and humans, developed.
· Genesis: Genesis describes the creation of life on separate days: plants and vegetation on Day 3 (Genesis 1:11-13), sea creatures and birds on Day 5 (Genesis 1:20-23), and land animals and humans on Day 6 (Genesis 1:24-31).
Similarity: Both accounts recognize the emergence of life in stages, with increasingly complex forms appearing over time. Genesis presents this through a divine sequence, while science describes it as an evolutionary process over billions of years.
5. Creation of Humanity
· Science: Humans evolved over millions of years from earlier primates, with the first anatomically modern humans appearing around 200,000 years ago. This development is explained through the theory of evolution.
· Genesis: Genesis presents humans as the final act of creation, created in God’s image, male and female, and given dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:26-28). The creation of humans is not an accident but a purposeful act of God.
Similarity: Both describe humans as the pinnacle of creation, though Genesis emphasizes the special relationship between God and humanity. Science explains humanity's origins through evolutionary processes rather than a divine image.
6. Rest on the Seventh Day
· Science: The concept of “rest” is not present in the scientific account. The processes of cosmic evolution, geological change, and biological development continue to this day, with no clear end or cessation of creation.
· Genesis: After completing His work, God rested on the seventh day, sanctifying it as a day of rest (Genesis 2:1-3). This emphasizes the completion and perfection of creation, with God’s rest marking the conclusion of His creative work.
Similarity: The concept of “rest” is unique to Genesis. Science does not describe any form of completion or divine rest.
Similarities and Differences
· Similarities:
· Both accounts acknowledge a beginning to the universe and the world.
· There is a progression from chaos or formlessness to order and complexity.
· Both accounts describe the creation of life in stages, with increasing complexity.
· Both recognize the special creation of humanity, though in different ways.
· Differences:
· Genesis presents creation as the deliberate act of a personal, powerful God, while science explains the universe’s origin and development through natural processes.
· Science suggests an ongoing process (evolution, cosmic expansion), whereas Genesis describes a completed creation within six days and emphasizes divine rest on the seventh day.
· The scientific model includes random processes (evolution, cosmic chance), whereas Genesis presents a purposeful and intentional creation.
Conclusion
While Genesis 1 and the scientific account of cosmology and evolution offer distinct perspectives, they share broad thematic similarities, such as the progression from chaos to order, the emergence of life, and the special role of humanity. The scientific account operates within the framework of natural processes and evidence, whereas Genesis is theological, explaining creation through divine intention and action. The two perspectives do not necessarily contradict one another but offer complementary views of the world and its origins—one through faith and divine narrative, the other through empirical observation and theory.

	Session 5
	When exploring big questions about the world, Genesis and cosmology (including evolution and scientific explanations) offer different approaches, methods, and frameworks for answers. Here are a few key questions we might ask about the world and how these two perspectives would answer them:
1. Where do dinosaurs fit in?
· Genesis Answer:
· Genesis does not specifically mention dinosaurs, but it describes the creation of animals on the sixth day, including "the beasts of the earth" (Genesis 1:24). Some interpret this as including all creatures, potentially including dinosaurs, depending on how one reads the text. A literal interpretation might view dinosaurs as part of the animals God created, though Genesis does not specify their existence.
· Theological Perspective: Many Christians who interpret Genesis literally might suggest that dinosaurs were created by God at the same time as other animals, but that their fossil record shows evidence of life before humans were created. Some people see them as part of the diversity of life that God created, with their extinction serving as part of the natural process in a world created by God.
· Cosmology/Evolution Answer:
· Science tells us that dinosaurs lived between about 230 and 65 million years ago, long before humans appeared. Dinosaurs evolved over millions of years from early reptilian ancestors, with different species thriving and then going extinct due to natural factors such as climate change and asteroid impact (like the event that wiped them out at the end of the Cretaceous period).
· Scientific Perspective: Dinosaurs fit into the evolutionary story of life on Earth. They were part of the biodiversity that evolved over millions of years, and their extinction is part of the natural history of life on Earth. Fossils provide physical evidence of their existence.

2. What is the point of the world?
· Genesis Answer:
· From a Genesis perspective, the point of the world is to be a place created by God for His glory, filled with life and purpose. Genesis presents creation as a deliberate act by God, who made the world to be a good and harmonious place for humans to live, enjoy, and steward (Genesis 1:31). Humans are created in God's image and given dominion over the Earth (Genesis 1:26-28), with a mandate to multiply and care for creation.
· Theological Perspective: The "point" of the world is not just to exist, but to reflect the glory of God, to experience His creation, and to live in relationship with Him. The creation of humanity, in particular, is seen as purposeful, with people tasked to care for the Earth and live in community with each other and with God. From this perspective, the world’s purpose is to reveal God’s creativity, wisdom, and love.
· Cosmology Answer:
· From a scientific standpoint, the "point" of the world is often viewed in terms of natural processes rather than intentional design. The universe came into existence through the Big Bang, and Earth formed due to the laws of physics, chemistry, and gravity. Life on Earth evolved through natural processes like mutation and natural selection.
· Scientific Perspective: In cosmology and evolutionary biology, there is no intrinsic purpose to the universe or the world. The world exists due to the natural unfolding of physical laws. Life is seen as a consequence of specific conditions and events over time, rather than having an inherent purpose. The "point" of the world could be viewed as the continuation of natural processes—life evolved to adapt to its environment, and the Earth exists because the conditions for life happened to be right.

3. Why is there suffering in the world?
· Genesis Answer:
· Genesis presents a worldview where suffering entered the world through human choice. After God created the world and declared it "good," humanity's fall into sin (Genesis 3) caused brokenness in the world. Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God’s command brought suffering, death, and decay into creation. Genesis suggests that suffering is a result of humanity’s fall from the perfect state God initially intended.
· Theological Perspective: From a Genesis perspective, suffering is part of the human experience due to sin, but it is also something that God allows as part of the broader narrative of redemption. Christians believe that God can bring good from suffering and that ultimately, through faith in Jesus Christ, suffering will be redeemed. God’s plan for salvation includes the restoration of creation to its intended state, free of suffering.
· Cosmology Answer:
· From a scientific perspective, suffering is often viewed as a consequence of the natural processes of life. Evolution, for instance, is driven by natural selection, which involves survival and death, sometimes resulting in suffering. Diseases, natural disasters, and pain are part of the physical world and natural processes. Suffering occurs due to the unpredictability of life, genetic mutations, accidents, or environmental factors.
· Scientific Perspective: Suffering can be explained through the laws of biology (such as genetics and disease), psychology (how humans experience pain), and environmental science (natural disasters). There is no inherent "meaning" to suffering in this view; it is seen as part of the natural world’s conditions, but people can work to alleviate suffering through compassion, medicine, and problem-solving.

4. Where did life come from?
· Genesis Answer:
· Genesis 1 presents a direct and purposeful creation of life by God. God spoke life into existence on the third day (plants), the fifth day (sea creatures and birds), and the sixth day (land animals and humans). Life is portrayed as the creation of a divine being who shaped and formed all living things according to His will.
· Theological Perspective: Life comes from God, who created all living beings with purpose. Humans were created in God's image, and the diversity of life reflects God's creative power.
· Cosmology/Evolution Answer:
· Life, from a scientific perspective, began as simple, single-celled organisms about 3.8 billion years ago, likely from a combination of chemical reactions in the primordial soup of the early Earth (a theory known as abiogenesis). Life evolved through natural processes, and over billions of years, simple organisms evolved into complex forms of life through the process of evolution by natural selection.
· Scientific Perspective: Life originated through natural chemical processes, and over time, evolved through the mechanisms of genetic mutation, natural selection, and environmental pressures. Evolution explains the diversity of life we see today.
Conclusion:
The Genesis account and scientific explanations (cosmology and evolution) provide vastly different approaches to understanding the world. Genesis offers theological answers, focusing on purpose, meaning, and divine design, while science focuses on natural processes, empirical evidence, and observable phenomena. These perspectives can sometimes overlap in their broad observations (such as the order of creation or the development of life), but they differ significantly in their ultimate explanations of origin, purpose, and meaning.

	Session 6
	The question of whether one can believe in both science and creation has been debated by many famous scientists throughout history. Some scientists have been deeply religious, while others have been skeptical of religious beliefs. However, it is possible for many to reconcile their scientific understanding with a belief in creation or a higher power. Let’s explore some of the views held by notable scientists, both historical and contemporary, to understand how they navigated the relationship between science and theology.
1. Richard Dawkins – Atheism vs. Science
· Position: Richard Dawkins is a prominent evolutionary biologist known for his outspoken atheism and criticism of religion. In his famous book The God Delusion, Dawkins argues that belief in a deity is incompatible with scientific understanding, particularly because he believes science provides more reliable explanations of the universe than religious texts.
· Science & Religion: Dawkins would argue that science and creationism are incompatible because creationism is a belief that does not rely on evidence or the scientific method. He views religious beliefs as faith-based and not grounded in empirical evidence, often pointing to evolution as a counter to creationist views.
2. Albert Einstein – Science and Spirituality
· Position: Albert Einstein, although not religious in a traditional sense, believed in a form of spiritualism. He rejected the idea of a personal God (as described in many religions), but believed in a divine order behind the universe.
· Science & Religion: Einstein is known for saying, “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.” He believed that the universe’s complexity and order suggested a kind of divine intelligence, but he did not support a literal interpretation of religious texts. He felt that science and a belief in a higher power could coexist, so long as science explained the "how" of the universe, while religion addressed the "why" questions.
3. Isaac Newton – Faith and Science
· Position: Isaac Newton, one of the most influential scientists in history, was deeply religious. He believed that the laws of nature, which he worked so hard to define through mathematics and physics, were created by a divine force.
· Science & Religion: Newton saw no conflict between science and religion. In fact, he believed that studying the natural world was a way to understand God’s creation more deeply. His work on gravitational laws and his study of light were seen as revealing the underlying order created by God. Newton believed that science could uncover the mechanisms of God's creation, but this did not diminish his deep religious faith.
4. Louis Pasteur – Faith and Science
· Position: Louis Pasteur, the father of microbiology and the germ theory of disease, was a devout Christian. He is famous for his work on vaccines and pasteurization, which has saved countless lives.
· Science & Religion: Pasteur believed in the compatibility of science and religion. He once said, "The more I study nature, the more I stand amazed at the work of the Creator." For Pasteur, scientific discoveries were not seen as contradicting his faith but as evidence of God’s wisdom in creating a complex, interconnected world.
5. John Polkinghorne – Theological Scientist
· Position: John Polkinghorne, a theoretical physicist and Anglican priest, is a prime example of a scientist who held both scientific and theological beliefs.
· Science & Religion: Polkinghorne believed that science and theology were not in conflict. As a scientist, he worked on the mathematical aspects of particle physics, but he also believed that God was the creator of the universe and that science could be understood as part of God’s plan. He wrote many books on the relationship between science and religion, arguing that the two could enrich and complement each other.
6. William Thomson (Lord Kelvin) – Faith and Science
· Position: Lord Kelvin, the physicist known for formulating the laws of thermodynamics and his work on the nature of heat, was also a devout Christian.
· Science & Religion: Kelvin was a firm believer in the compatibility of science and religion. He argued that scientific discoveries revealed the greatness of God’s creation and that both science and faith were essential for understanding the world. He believed that scientific laws, such as the laws of thermodynamics, reflected God’s design of the universe.
7. F. J. (James) Taylor – A Modern Christian Scientist
· Position: James Taylor, a contemporary Christian scientist, is known for his work in microbiology and for advocating a view of science that doesn’t conflict with belief in creation. He often speaks about how scientific knowledge and Christian faith can work hand in hand.
· Science & Religion: Taylor believes that faith and science can both work to reveal truth in different ways. He has spoken about how a deep understanding of the natural world can increase one’s sense of awe and reverence for the Creator.
8. Shirley Jackson (Shapley) – Astrophysics and Faith
· Position: While less outspoken about personal faith, many scientists like Shirley Jackson have worked in fields that often address questions about the universe’s origins, life beyond Earth, and cosmic order.
· Science & Religion: Astrophysicists and cosmologists often wrestle with existential questions of creation, but many, including Shapley, see science as a way to explore and appreciate the vastness and wonder of the universe. While some astrophysicists are agnostic or atheist, others view the vast complexity of the universe as evidence of a divine creator.
9. Benjamin Wiseman – Christian Scientist and Educator
· Position: Dr. Benjamin Wiseman, a Christian biologist, believes in the harmony between science and Christian faith. He has written and spoken about how his belief in God does not conflict with his scientific work.
· Science & Religion: Dr. Wiseman is an example of a Christian scientist who argues that the natural world can be studied scientifically while also being seen as the product of a divine creator. He believes that the laws of biology, like the laws of physics, point toward an intelligent designer.

Can You Be Both a Theologian and a Scientist?
The answer depends on one’s approach to both science and faith. Many people believe that it is possible to hold both scientific and theological beliefs, though the way they reconcile the two may vary.
1. Compatibility View:
· Some, like John Polkinghorne, argue that science and theology answer different questions. Science helps us understand the “how” of the universe—its mechanisms, processes, and physical laws—while theology addresses the “why”—the purpose, meaning, and divine order behind creation. In this view, science and theology can work together to provide a fuller understanding of the world and the cosmos.
2. Conflict View:
· Some, like Richard Dawkins, see a conflict between science and religion, particularly when it comes to literal interpretations of religious texts. For them, religious explanations based on faith are incompatible with scientific explanations that rely on evidence and reason.
3. Integration View:
· Many religious scientists, such as Isaac Newton and Louis Pasteur, viewed their scientific work as complementary to their faith. They believed that by studying the world, they were uncovering the divine order created by God. In this view, scientific discoveries are a way to understand God's creation more deeply and are not in opposition to belief in a higher power.
Classroom Activity:
Children could be asked to reflect on how it’s possible to be both a scientist and a person of faith. They could be encouraged to write about their own ideas or discuss the following:
· Can someone believe in a divine creator but also understand the world through scientific principles?
· Do scientific discoveries change the way we understand the world, or do they add to our belief in a creator?
· How can studying nature (through science) lead to a greater appreciation for its design and complexity?
This discussion would help children see that science and theology are not necessarily in conflict, and that people of faith can also contribute to the scientific community, using their understanding of the world to explore deeper truths about the universe.

Conclusion
Famous scientists like Einstein, Newton, and Pasteur show that it’s possible to believe in both science and creation. Their views highlight that science and faith can coexist, answering different questions about the world and the universe. While Dawkins might argue for a sharp division between science and faith, others like Polkinghorne and Kelvin provide examples of how both can be integrated into a meaningful worldview.



·  Creation: Christian belief that humans are made in God’s image, by God. A great video to introduce this is: https://youtu.be/ZZPfCWV81pE 
· Theistic Evolution: Awareness of the relationship between the Genesis narratives and scientific explanations.  More information can be found here: www.discovery.org/a/10091/ 
· Scientific Theory: The Big Bang Theory. A short introductory video is: https://youtu.be/wtDTWYBTAGQ 
· Textual theology: consideration of the genre of Genesis. Some good information can be accessed here www.theologyforkids.org 
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