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Advent Antiphons with Bishop Jane
The BIshop of Lynn, the Rt Revd Dr Jane Steen invites you to join her in a time to reflect in the busy run up to Christmas. 
Bishop Jane will be reflecting on the Advent Antiphons.
This will take place through a daily zoom call from Wednesday 17 December to Tuesday 23 December from 5pm-5.30pm. 
Please do join her by using the information here:
Daily: https://dioceseofnorwich-org.zoom.us/meeting/tZEscuiqqzwtH9Bt2BhLCQdTSZbQgLepqYbj/ics?icsToken=DM7MEvWsu3vDjph0XAAALAAAAAeeXhr721R15ZqoTIvM1F63o0T3mzwUa5jaLniT3HBlhXMfr2PRWtCg4r2SsoL1Sk7n54BnhpBCMToEvzAwMDAwMQ&meetingMasterEventId=zS8FXB7VTn-8inVkiyYRfA
Join Zoom Meeting
https://dioceseofnorwich-org.zoom.us/j/85151257754?pwd=YRHmBFsWEqvHGazR4oXCkaosL4lpdk.1
Meeting ID: 851 5125 7754
Passcode: 546962

News across Norfolk and Waveney

All our news items are available on the website here: News - Diocese of Norwich

Rural Revival at Coastal Church

A small rural church in a Norfolk village is enjoying growth in its numbers thanks to its intentional culture and welcome from happy smiling faces.
Revd Ian Dyble has been the Rector of All Saints Church in Weybourne for five years. He moved to the coast during the Covid lockdown and held online services each week. When the church reopened, a congregation had already built up and kept growing.
On 31 August 2025, 23 people were baptised, confirmed or reaffirmed in their faith and it all took place on Weybourne beach, known locally as Weybourne Hope. Nineteen people were baptised by full immersion in the sea. Revd Ian said;
“The joy of the baptism was just incredible. It was a highlight of my Christian life and I’ve been a Christian for 40 years. To baptise nineteen people in the sea, in a little Norfolk village, it was just so special.“
The Bishop of Lynn, the Rt Revd Dr Jane Steen was there on the day and got fully stuck in, wading into the sea to help baptise people, along with the Associate Vicar Revd Adrian Wolton.
Revd Adrian joined the team 16 months ago with a particular focus on Children, Youth and Families. There are now youth in services every Sunday with 25% of the congregation under 18.
“Local relations were already made when I arrived. Messy Church had been running for 15 years, as well as Open the Book. But we have been much more intentional about how we gather youth together and the accessibility for families and children. Being present in a primary school has made a big difference and we jumped on the back of relationships already made. The youth now sit together on Sundays in the services.”
Paul Jolley has been Churchwarden for 14 years and has seen a dramatic change in the church community.
“It’s changed for the better, I do enjoy it. When Ian started, we had about 18 people and no children. The only things that went on were fundraising events. At our Easter service in 2025, we had almost 170 people attend. Everybody starts somewhere.”
A year ago, Zoe visited the church for the first time as she had recently moved to the village with her son. She had never been to Weybourne before and had been fleeing a very difficult situation.
“The first thing I saw was the church. My Grandad was a vicar and I remember going to his services when I was little. He was always smiling and happy. I didn’t understand it, but I knew if something was wrong, I would find a church and sit in it. On that Sunday, we decided to come in.
For me, what kept me coming in was Paul, the Churchwarden, smiling at the door. There’s always someone at the door with a big smile and it makes such a difference. Coming into the Church and finding a faith in Jesus has saved my life. Without this encounter, I would not be here.”
When 70 people from the church attended ‘Focus’ an annual holiday for the HTB network of churches, Zoe was invited and joined in.
“Focus is definitely where God spoke to me. I heard him to say to me Rest, Worthy and Joy.  After that I kept going to church and I haven’t looked back. I was baptised on 31 August.”
Teodóra Berkin moved to the UK from Hungary just over a year ago. She grew up under Communism and had never attended a church. She was drawn to Weybourne church due to her interest in its ruins.
“I thought, this is a lovely church building, but I didn’t think there was life in here at all. Then Adrian came up to me and started chatting. I found myself feeling really comfortable here. Later, the Alpha course started, I was part of a small group and really learned a lot. It was an opportunity and a safe space to talk about the big questions. And then I started coming to the Sunday services. On 31 August I was baptised. I had my doubts, but if you think you want to walk with Jesus, that’s the step on the journey. I had this picture of my faith, it was black and white and then the colours start to appear. There are more colours to come.”
Revd Adrian continues to build relationships with children, youth and families across the six parishes in the benefice. He said;
“If you’re intentional and create a Jesus centered culture, people will come.  We’re either a loving community or we’re nothing. Most young people are on a team, so they are part of the church. I’d rather a noisy church than a dead church.”


Norfolk Churchyard Conservation Award
The Norfolk Churches Trust, in partnership with the Diocese of Norwich and Norfolk Wildlife Trust, has launched the Norfolk Churchyard Conservation Award.  Celebrating the natural and spiritual heritage of Norfolk’s churchyards.
This is an exciting opportunity for churches across the county to showcase their efforts in protecting and enhancing the biodiversity, beauty and tranquility of their churchyards. Open to all whether a large, small, rural or urban church, whether you have a wildflower meadow, a nesting box or just the sheer enthusiasm to care for the area around your church building.
Churchyards are not only sacred spaces but also havens for wildlife. This award recognises the vital role churches can play in environmental stewardship – celebrating those who care for these precious places in ways that benefit both people and nature.
Download a copy of the flyer here.
More information on the NCT events page, or download your application form here. The deadline for submissions is 28 February 2026, with judging taking place in May 2026.

Joining the Spooky Trail in Brundall: light in the darkness
During Halloween (All Hallow’s Eve) many churches run ‘light parties’ or similar to connect with their local communities. In Brundall, each year there is a Spooky Trail in the village. This year, the parish church community thought and prayed about how to join in. Revd Dave Hanson explains:
“Every year Brundall has a Spooky Trail for Halloween. Last year we made the prayerful decision to offer hot drinks and a place to sit and chat on the Rectory drive. We were overwhelmed by the number of families who stopped and wanted to chat and even thanked us for providing this.
This year, again after much prayer and thought, we decided to be a bit bolder and in collaboration with Fox Events, ran an event called ‘Light in the darkness’.
We set up a light trail across the churchyard leading down to the church. Inside the church was a large steel cross with part of a disco ball attached which reflected coloured beams of light shining into each corner of the church as a laser beam hit it. Bible verses came up on the screens, ambient music played in the background with the smell of incense burning.
We estimate that over 200 people came through the church, many dressed in Halloween costumes but as one volunteer said, ‘In the light of the cross it didn’t matter’. It became irrelevant. One man left because he felt he was going to cry, another said they felt the presence of Jesus there. A young girl told her grandmother, ‘I think I am half Christian and half normal!’ Somebody else said, ‘It was like entering a prayer bathed personal experience with God’s beautiful, gentle and powerful Holy Spirit.’
We are very grateful for all the volunteers and to Matthew Jameson from Fox Events who gave their time.”

You are invited to an ecumenical thanksgiving service
Christians from all traditions are invited to an ecumenical thanksgiving service in the Roman Catholic Cathedral on Sunday November 23.
Churches Together in Norfolk and Waveney invites people to celebrate the unity they share in Christ at its annual public service.
All are welcome, with a particular invitation to everyone actively involved in ecumenism locally.
County ecumenical officer Dr Ian Watson said the joyful service is an opportunity to gather as a Christian family and celebrate the fruits of a shared journey.
A year ago local church leaders signed a Declaration of Commitment for Christian Unity, at a service at Norwich Cathedral.
This affirmed their common faith, their common call to serve in God’s mission and the richness of their diverse traditions and gifts
Dr Watson said: “The theme drawn from the declaration ‘Together in Christ, Bound by Love, Serving as One’ reminds us that ecumenism is not just about words but the faithful joining hands in prayer, praise, and action.”
Churches Together in Norfolk and Waveney includes local leaders from Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Salvation Army, United Reformed and Quaker traditions.  
The annual ecumenical service with Churches Together in Norfolk and Waveney is at St John the Baptist Catholic Cathedral, Norwich, on Sunday November 23 – the Feast of Christ the King. All are welcome. Please be seated by 3.15pm for a 3.30pm start.

Statistics for MIssion
Is faith on the rise in our churches?
Returns are now open for the Statistics for Mission 2025. 
Did you know, the Statistics for MIssion can help you with Mission Planning, Grant applications and telling the story of your church community as well as parish profiles and overall strategy. 
Over 85% of PCCs completed the returns in 2024, let’s do the same for 2025.
The deadline is 31 January 2026.
Please fill in your return here:  Parish Returns Online

Events coming up
There is an events page on the website here: Events - Diocese of Norwich
Celebrating Chaplaincy: Sunday 16 November 3.30pm-5pm at Norwich Cathedral
Safeguarding Sunday: Sunday 16 November
Ecumenical Service celebrating Christian Unity: St JOhn the Baptist Cathedral. Sunday 23 November, 3.30pm start.

Vacancies
Clergy vacancies are here: Clergy vacancies - Diocese of Norwich
Other vacancies are here: Other Vacancies - Diocese of Norwich
Parish Support Team
If you need any help or support from the Parish Support Team, please email hello@dioceseofnorwich.org or call 01603 880853.




