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Welcome to our Profile
Who we are
We are the Brooke Benefice and the Hempnall Group of Parishes, two well-established multi-parish benefices and friendly next-door-
neighbours within the Depwade Deanery.  We have similar populations, church traditions and worship styles, encompassing 
Common Worship with a mix of Eucharistic and Morning Worship, an occasional evening prayer (including by Zoom), celebrating with 
our animals, Taizé and Celtic based services.  Each of us wishes to remain legally separate with our own respective governance and 
unique identities: however, we have been working in co-operation since early 2022 and have now decided, both being in vacancy, to 
seek to recruit together a new clergy team, consisting of a full-time position and a part-time House for Duty Associate Priest, to 
provide leadership across all our parishes. Following previous advertisement, the House for Duty post has recently been filled by the 
ÅĲƻќĬШ9ċŰŸŰШÉƨƚċŰŰċШ]ƨŰŰĲƖЯШƽőŸШŔƚШŢŸŔŰŔŰŊШƨƚШŔŰШsċŰƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΣЮШ

If you are interested in making an application, we hope this profile will help guide you in the path that God has chosen for you and we 
pray that you might be excited by the idea of being part of both our benefices.

Post available

Together, and sharing our available resources, we now have available one post  as follows (our new part-time House for Duty post 
having been recently filled as noted).

×A full -time stipendiary priest  to be initially Priest-in-Charge (and subsequently Incumbent when patronage т currently suspended 
т is restored) in both benefices

This is an exciting and unusual opportunity to forge a brand-new clergy team, offering the advantages of joint working and a 
collaborative approach to ministry both between the two clergy posts and with a strong lay ministry team.  Further support is provided 
by a part-time employed administrator. 

The exact details of the working arrangements between the two posts will be settled in discussion with the appointees and recorded 
in working agreements as appropriate. 4



Where you will find us
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We are looking for another spiritual and prayerful leader who will work collaboratively 
with Canon Susanna Gunner and the lay members of our combined Ministry Team to 
strengthen our relationships with God and each other, both within our churches and the 
wider community.

We are seeking a minister who is:
×A team player, able to recognise and facilitate the development of others
×An approachable, supportive leader who will inspire and enrich people of all ages and 

backgrounds
×A good listener and communicator 
×Compassionate and able to relate to everyone through strong pastoral skills, 

encouraging and supporting others to do the same
×Eager to take an imaginative and creative approach in strengthening our mission and 

outreach
×Able to thrive and be actively present within community life whilst understanding the 

characteristics of rural ministry
×Willing to embrace and build on a variety of worship styles

The Priest we seek
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What we can offer
×A warm and friendly welcome

×Opportunity to build and develop a new clergy team

×Collaborative working between clergy and lay members of our 
Ministry Team and with other volunteers

×An opportunity to lead and inspire in the sharing of the gospel 
to all our communities

×Care for your wellbeing through the support you will receive 
from all of us

×Friendly and supportive PCCs (and a Joint Council for the 
Hempnall Group)

×Administrator who works across the Benefices with solid 
admin systems in place

×A lovely home in which to live, work and relax

×A stunning beautiful country setting close to Norwich, the 
coast and the Broads

×Good links with our local schools

×Well-maintained church buildings 

The role

×Building on the strong foundations 
in and between each benefice,
to take us forward in developing, 
demonstrating and sharing our faith

×To bring the message of Christ alive, strengthening spiritual 
life through teaching and prayer 

×To nurture relationships with people of all ages with a vision of 
how to bring young people into our churches

×To lead us in providing sensitive pastoral care and friendship 
to all those who need it, including outreach to local care 
homes and working with local schools

×To support and encourage the laity

×To be a visible presence in our parishes and participate 
actively in the community life of our villages

×To take account of the individual needs of our churches and 
communities, recognising that each has a distinct identity

×To appreciate and build on the contribution made by music to 
worship 7



Our People

Brooke Benefice
The Benefice of Brooke comprises 4 parishes and 5 churches:
Brooke (St. Peter);  Kirstead (St. Margaret);  
Mundham (St. Peter) with Seething (St. Margaret and St. Remegius); 
Thwaite St. Mary (St. Mary). 

Each parish has its own PCC including Lay Chairs, Churchwardens and 
Treasurers.  We hold joint PCC meetings.
Benefice Safeguarding Officer т Laura Cowan 

Hempnall  Group
The Hempnall Group comprises 6 parishes and 8 churches:
Bedingham (St Andrew); Hempnall (St Margaret);
Morningthorpe (St John the Baptist) and Fritton (St Catherine);
Shelton (St Mary) with Hardwick (St Margaret); Topcroft (St Margaret); 
Woodton (All Saints). 
The Hempnall Group has a Joint Council (with 2 lay Co-Chairs) to deal with 
benefice-wide arrangements while individual PCCs and their officers retain 
responsibility for local matters.
Benefice Safeguarding Officer т Lorraine Zima

We share a part-time (employed) Administrator .  We plan all our church services together and information about these as well as local events is 
circulated to parishioners across both benefices in our joint Weekly Benefice News.  We also produce and publish in common a monthly prayer diary and 
ƖĲŉũĲĦƣŔŸŰЮШШìőŔũĲШĲċĦőШÂ99ШőċƚШŔƣƚШŸƽŰШÑƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖШŉŸƖШũŸĦċũШŉŔŰċŰĦĲШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚЯШƽĲШƚőċƖĲШċШћŊƖŸƨƓќШÑƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖШƣŸШůċŰċŊĲШƣőĲШĬŔƚĤursement of fees and the 
payment of clergy expenses and some expenditure in common.
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Our Ministry Team
House for Duty Associate Priest
Our part-time House for Duty Associate Priest (Canon Susanna Gunner), based in Hempnall Rectory, is jointly licensed to both benefices.

Lay Members
We have two Licensed Lay Ministers  (John Ash, with 37 years of experience, based in the Brooke Benefice; and Liam Pilgrim, newly licensed but with 
ůċŰǃШǃĲċƖƚќШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШŸŉШũċǃШůŔŰŔƚƣƖǃЯШĤċƚĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШcĲůƓŰċũũШ]ƖŸƨƓьШċŰĬШŸŰĲШŔŰШƣƖċŔŰŔŰŊШыÑŔůШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚШ- Hempnall Group ).   In addition, there are two 
Authorised Worship Assistants (Jackie Mahony т Hempnall Group; and Angela Garner т Brooke Benefice).

Note: The Revôd Michael Windridge is licensed to the Hempnall Group (where he lives) as an Associate Priest (non-stipendiary) so as to enable his appointment as Rural 
Dean of Depwade; he is available to officiate (usually on one or two Sundays per month and at some ôlife eventô services) but is not involved in Group ómanagementô. 



Our mission is to share and demonstrate the Christian faith in our local communities.  We do this 
not only by providing services of worship but by seeking to offer hospitality, comfort, love and 
support to all.  

We welcome everyone (including our many visitors) into our churches, which are open for private 
reflection and prayer or simply for respite, as places of quiet and peace.

We also reach out through local, individual pastoral contacts (including Home Communions) and 
through various forms of community engagement, including our published communications, 
social events, concerts and talks.

Mission and Outreach

We have a strong track record of generous outward-giving: for example, we have recently raised 
£1,000 from our Harvest collections for Send a Nanny Goat (via Christian Aid) and the Trussell 
Trust (for UK foodbanks). Both benefices support local foodbanks on an ongoing basis, as well as 
other locally based charities such as Emmaus (homelessness) and YANA (rural mental health).

Safeguarding
We are determined to keep everyone safe.  All our PCCs are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of 
children, young people and vulnerable adults.  Our safeguarding policies align with CofE Safeguarding Policy and Safer 
Recruitment Policy and are displayed in all ouƖШĦőƨƖĦőĲƚЮШÉċŉĲŊƨċƖĬŔŰŊШ§ŉŉŔĦĲƖƚШċƖĲШŔŰШƓũċĦĲШŔŰШĲċĦőШ7ĲŰĲŉŔĦĲШыƚĲĲШћ§ƨƖШ
ÂĲŸƓũĲќьШċŰĬШċĦƣШċƚШÂċƖŔƚőШÉċŉĲŊƨċƖĬŔŰŊШ§ŉŉŔĦĲƖƚЮШШìĲШƖĲŊƨũċƖũǃШƖĲƻŔĲƽШШŸƨƖШƓƖċĦƣŔĦĲƚШċŰĬШƚċŉĲŊƨċƖĬŔŰŊШŔƚШŸŰШƣőĲШċŊĲŰĬċШ
at every PCC meeting. 9

We strive to celebrate and care for creation and our individual parishes are encouraged to participate in the Eco Church programme.



Living in South Norfolk  
Living in South Norfolk with its vast skies and expansive countryside 
is fun, accessible and relaxing!  

We are fortunate to be within close proximity to Norwich (regular 
bus services from Brooke and Hempnall) with its beautiful Norman 
cathedral, an ancient castle which houses a museum and many 
interesting alleys and small independent shops, in addition to a 
good range of national stores. The permanent outdoor market is a 
special feature and the theatre attracts high quality touring 
companies. There are two universities: UEA and Norwich University 
of the Arts. UEA has on its site the Sainsbury Centre which houses 
an important art gallery. Norwich City football team is well 
supported locally. 

The beautiful sandy beaches of the Norfolk and Suffolk coasts are easily accessible.
The Norfolk Broads with their 200 miles of navigable waterways are within easy reach, offering a wealth 
of opportunity whether you love watersports, sailing, bird watching or want a lazy day cruising around on 
a boat.

Norwich Airport is only around a 40-minute drive with national and international flights and easy access 
to the whole world via a short hop through Amsterdam.  Fast trains mean that trips or commutes to 
London are possible from Norwich or Diss stations.

There are excellent schools in the area for children of all ages including five 
nurseries across both benefices.

òŸƨќũũШŉŔŰĬШĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũШĦŸƨŰƣƖǃШƽċũťƚШŉƖŸůШǃŸƨƖШĬŸŸƖШċŰĬШƓũĲŰƣǃШŸŉШŉċƖůШƚőŸƓƚЯШ
cafés, vineyards and garden centres to stop for a coffee, glass of local wine 
or to enjoy locally grown produce.  There are several small market towns nearby.

10



Living in Brooke
Brooke is beautiful village set in the heart of the South Norfolk countryside. Its proximity to 
Norwich allows its c.1,400 residents to enjoy the best of the both worlds т the tranquility of the 
surrounding relaxing country walks plus the bustle of a vibrant city.
The village has a wonderful community with its people and the stunning Meres at its heart.  
The village CofE Primary School has close links with the church and regularly visit for 
celebration services.  The school is part of the Sunflower Federation with Hempnall.
We also have several thriving clubs and associations including cricket, bowls, tennis, table 
tennis, badminton, WI, Scouts and Guides.  The Village Hall and grounds are large and used 
regularly to host a variety of village activities including the Wednesday morning drop-in café 
and the annual Brooke fireworks display.
ìĲШőċƻĲШƣƽŸШƓƨĤũŔĦШőŸƨƚĲƚЯШƣőĲШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШƣőċƣĦőĲĬШìőŔƣĲШxŔŸŰШĤǃШƣőĲШ~ĲƖĲƚШċŰĬШÑőĲШuŔŰŊќƚШ
Head on the Norwich road where you can treat yourself to a fabulous Sunday lunch.
§ƨƖШƻĲƖǃШŸƽŰШћƚőŸƓƓŔŰŊШĦŸůƓũĲǂќШĦŸůƓƖŔƚĲƚШa butcher and deli with a section to grab your 
emergency supplies, a café, a Pilates/yoga studio, a florist and a hairdresser.
We also have a vets in the village and in nearby Poringland you will find doctors, dentists, 
takeaways and convenience stores.

11



Hempnall  (where the part-time Associate Priest will be living) is the largest village in the Hempnall Group of 
Parishes, set in the beautiful South Norfolk countryside, with a population of around 1,300.

It is a friendly village with an excellent modern and spacious Village Hall offering a wide range of activities. This is 
adjacent to a well-ůċŔŰƣċŔŰĲĬШƓũċǃŔŰŊШŉŔĲũĬШƽŔƣőШŉŸŸƣĤċũũШƓŔƣĦőĲƚЯШċŰШŸƨƣƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊЯШƖĲĦĲŰƣũǃШŉƨũũǃШƖĲŉƨƖĤŔƚőĲĬШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ
play area and excellent tennis courts where an enthusiastic tennis club operates.

In addition, the Mill Centre, supported by a village charitable Trust in a converted Windmill, provides lunches, in house 
(or delivered) and a monthly coffee morning. It operates a bar on Friday evenings (with a food truck) and on Saturdays. 
The artisan bakery in the village runs a pop-up shop there on Saturday mornings. 

The school in Hempnall is linked with the school in Brooke to form the Sunflower Federation and shares a Head 
Teacher. With about 160 pupils, it is Ofsted-rated good.  There is an active Friends organisation. A popular Day Nursery 
is a 5-minute drive away.

We also benefit from a convenience store, a GP surgery (with pharmacy) - linked to a larger medical practice in 
Poringland (15-minute drive) - a vet, a pub in Hempnall Green (the Three Horse Shoes) and a fish stall, visiting weekly. 

ÑőŔƚШƓŸƓƨũċƖШƻŔũũċŊĲШőċƚШċШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШƚƓŔƖŔƣШċŰĬШċШƣĲċůШŸŉШƽĲũĦŸůĲƖƚШƽőŸШŊŔƻĲШŰĲƽĦŸůĲƖƚШċШћìĲũĦŸůĲќШ
booklet listing village facilities. 

A network of footpaths runs from the  village. Recently a small estate of 23 houses has been developed to the rear of 
the Village Hall and currently East Pye have submitted plans for solar parks in the area.

Living in Hempnall
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The Clergy Houses 
Brooke
The Vicarage is a sizable home, built in the 1980s 
and is situated directly opposite the church with 
easy access to the surrounding countryside.  There 
are four bedrooms, two bathrooms, a spacious 
lounge, kitchen with separate dining room, a good-
sized study, a double garage and large driveway.

Hempnall

The Rectory (to be lived in by the part-time House for Duty 
Priest) is situated in The Street within  a short walking 
distance of the shop, school and church. The Office for our 
two benefices occupies an annex which has separate 
access.

13



Brooke Benefice
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Brooke Benefice т Worship
Our churches are happy, inclusive places where everyone is welcome. 
We typically hold a 10.30am service at one of our benefice churches followed by coffee and chat.  Our 
ĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰƚШĬŸŰќƣШŢƨƚƣШƚƣŔĦťШƣŸШƣőĲŔƖШћŸƽŰќШƓċƖŔƚőШĦőƨƖĦőЮ
Our format is usually Common Worship.  However, we also use the beautiful thatched Thwaite Church 
for Café Church, a relaxed reflective service.  There are occasional joint services with the Hempnall 
Group.  Prior to vacancy our Sunday morning worship was typically a Eucharist service.

We hold a weekly morning prayer meeting in our Church Room and join the 
Hempnall Group for a monthly evening worship service on Zoom which 
includes prayer, readings and illustrated reflection.

There are currently 109 people on the Electoral Rolls and attendance at our 
services is typically around 30-40, often rising to over 100 for special services.

We hold around 5 baptisms and weddings and 15 funerals each year. 15



Brooke Benefice т Music
Music  plays a really important part of the worship in our benefice.  
Each of our churches has an organ and we have a dedicated organist 
(Brian Orland) who also conducts the choir: they sing robed at Brooke 
Church and often sing anthems at our other services.  We are also 
lucky enough to have a second organist who sings with the choir and 
assists Brian with music selection.  

We have evensong services and a regular ћsongs of praiseќ service with 
music chosen by the congregation. A carol service is held in every 
parish, including a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in Brooke.

Brooke Church has a wonderful set of bells rung regularly, 
including as a welcome to our Sunday service.  Our very 
enthusiastic bell ringers can be heard by villagers practising 
on Thursday evenings.  The bells were rehung in 2018.

The church plays host to concerts by local musicians and 
musical societies including recently the Fine City Chorus.  
These concerts have raised money for both the church and 
various charities. 16



Brooke Benefice т Festivals and Special Events

Strawberry tea

Picnic service

Flowers for 
Harvest

Palm 
Sunday

ìĲШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШƽőċƣĲƻĲƖШƣőĲШƽĲċƣőĲƖгШìőĲƣőĲƖШŔƣќƚШ
a wet afternoon, strawberry tea or a sunny picnic 
service we are fortunate to have members of the 
congregation who are happy to open their garden 
gates for a variety of social events.

Dedicated teams of flower 
arrangers in all our churches 
provide fabulous displays on a 
regular basis but especially for 
our Harvest Festivals.

We observe Holy Week with a Good 
Friday pilgrimage and evening 
compline services on Zoom.

Pet Service
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Brooke Benefice т Communication and Finances 

Volunteer deliverer

Benefice/Parish Share £ Requested 2024 £  Paid 2024
Brooke 22,681 17,832
Kirstead 2,520 2,520
Mundham & Seething 4,095 2,402
Thwaite 2,205 2,205
Benefice Total 31,501 24,959

Finances
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Brooke PCC publishes a magazine 6 times a year, for Brooke and 
Kirstead, giving details of all the church services in the benefice 
as well as other church matters, events and fund-raisers. It 
includes information on the numerous clubs, groups and 
organisations in the village, as well as containing a directory of 
businesses and services within the Brooke and Kirstead area.  
The advertising fees ensure the magazine is delivered free of 
charge to residents in Kirstead and Brooke.  The magazine is also 
placed in the other churches and village shop.



Brooke
ÉƣШÂĲƣĲƖќƚ 9őƨƖĦőШŔƚШŸŰĲШŸŉШ ŸƖŉŸũťќƚШƖŸƨŰĬШƣŸƽĲƖШĦőƨƖĦőĲƚШċŰĬШƽċƚШĤƨŔũƣШŔŰШƣőĲШ
13th century. The tower houses a bell chamber and the bells are rung at many 
services.

Within the church is a rare Seven Sacrament Font which is in good condition.

We have heating, good lighting and a sound system all of which have been 
installed in recent years.  The church fabric is in good order and the north aisle 
and chancel have been re roofed in the last 30 years.

In the 1980s a church room with kitchen and toilet was built onto the side of the 
church. In addition to regular church use it is hired out to craft groups.

Our well-kept churchyard has a conservation area and we are in liaison with the 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust to continue to manage it.

ÑőĲШ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚШŸŉШÉƣШÂĲƣĲƖќƚШƖċŔƚĲƚШůŸŰĲǃШŉŸƖШůċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĦőƨƖĦőШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮ

Trips up the tower to 
raise funds for repair

Church Room
19



Kirstead
ÉƣЮШ~ċƖŊċƖĲƣќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШċŰĬШƣőĲШvillage

The parish of Kirstead derives from kirkja, Old Norse and has Viking influence.  The village has no 
centre as such and has around 250 residents; it is surrounded by countryside.

Kirstead Church has elements that may date from the late 12th century but was extensively rebuilt in 
1864 by H W Hayward when the thatched roof of the nave was replaced with pantiles and the chancel 
was added. 

Kirstead Hall, a Grade 1 listed historical house and once a studio for the artist Edward Seago, is open 
for tours throughout the year and is also the home of Kirstead Antique Restoration. Despite being only 
small Kirstead Green is home to a rather lovely plant centre (ћHomestead Nurseryќ) perfect for 
stocking up the Vicarage garden. Kirstead ċũƚŸШĤŸċƚƣƚШĦũŸƚĲШƓƖŸǂŔůŔƣǃШƣŸШћ§ũĬШcċũũШ[ċƖůќЯШƽőĲƖĲШǃŸƨШ
can enjoy a hearty breakfast or lunch whilst being entertained by their goats and peacocks!  As this is 
officially in Woodton you will find out more about it on the Woodton parish page.

ts The community

The supporters of Kirstead Church are not all from the 
village but come from further afield as a result of a strong 
connection to the church.

Warm glow of the heating at Harvest
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