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Transformed by Christ: Prayerful, Pastoral, Prophetic1


(Title role, simple explanation)

Example
We are looking for a priest to lead the Nar Valley Group, a benefice of six parishes and three church schools in rural North-West Norfolk.



Our vision
Example
Our vision is… (for example to know Christ better and make him known to others by:- ) 1/
2/
3/

What is the role?
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What is the task?
(Summary description)

Examples:
· We aim to be the centre of our village communities, a hub for social action support
· to grow our youth ministry and engagement with schools
· to grow an inclusive and welcoming church
· We are an active but small group of people with a particular heart for caring for the elderly.
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Who are we looking for?
(Summary description)

Examples (max of 5 points):
Our new priest will be:
· Prayerful, with a faith rooted in both Sacraments and Word
· Eager to take on opportunities for growth, building on firm foundations to grow our churches, with sensitive pastoral care and inspiring teaching
· A confident communicator, able to relate to people of all ages, helping them to explore, develop and use their gifts
· Appreciative of the opportunities of our buildings and heritage in serving the mission and ministry of the Church
· A person of enthusiasm, wisdom and integrity, visible in the community and alive to the issues of rural living and ministry
· A focus on working with children, young people, families and schools and able to develop a team approach to this missional work.



Location
For more information on Norfolk and Waveney, please refer to ‘Our Life Together’ document on the vacancies page – www.DofN.org/vacancies

Examples:
The Nar Valley
The Nar Valley is in rural North West Norfolk. The area is beautiful, historic and very rural. It’s a 20 minute bus ride into the nearest towns of Swaffham or King’s Lynn, and a 30 minute drive from Sandringham. There is a combined population of around 4000 people in the Nar Valley Benefice.



Our Church/Churches
Examples:
St James the Great, Castle Acre, Postcode The Village
Castle Acre is a village that can be seen from the main A1065 road (Swaffham to Fakenham). It still contains the remains of the early Norman Castle etc.

The Church
The Church is a Grade 1 listed building situated west of the ancient castle and east of the Priory. The churchyard is open for Burials including Ashes. The building holds many national treasures of great quality etc.

The Community
Concerts take place during the year in the church. The building has fine acoustics and we have hosted three concerts for Music in Country Churches, the first attended by the then Prince of Wales and the Queen Mother.



Our Schools
Examples:
We serve two Church Schools known as The Nar Valley Federation of Schools.
In 2013, the nearby schools became part of the Nar Valley Federation of Church Schools under the umbrella of the Diocese of Norwich Education Academy Trust (DNEAT).
We have an excellent relationship with the schools and want to encourage and develop further our good relations and strength of commitment to the Nar Valley Federation of schools.
Add examples of activities you are involved in with schools, including Community schools: ie. Open the Book, Assemblies, School chaplaincy etc.

(Is the Vicar a foundation governor? Add here)



Sundays with Us
Examples:
Patterns of Worship on Sundays and occasional offices.
Across the Group there is an established pattern of services for the month which secures stability. The main Sunday Eucharist for the Group alternates between Narborough and Castle Acre and on the fifth Sunday of the month Pentney is used, those three being the Group’s largest churches.
A typical month’s rota of Sunday services is shown below. The laity are involved in reading lessons and leading intercessions. Duty lists are prepared in advance for several months. Our congregations include those who live outside the Benefice but who are attracted by our patterns and style of worship. Congregations are used to moving around the group and transport is often shared.



During the week
Church Community

Examples:
Faith in Action
· We have a small community larder in the front porch which is well used by the local community
· We run a regular and busy mothers and toddlers group
· In the winter months we run a warm space and a winter foodbank
· We have a successful luncheon club supporting people with dementia.
Home Groups
· We have 6 home groups who meet each week to discuss topics including….
· We run a home group over Lent each year.
Social Events
· We host musical concerts as part of the Music in Country Churches group
· We have an active rambling club that meet each Monday
· We host an annual barn dance for the local community
· We support the big local village festival each year…
Youth/Outreach
· We run a Friday youth group with around 20 teenagers regularly coming
· We offer Messy Church once a month
· We have an active all age service once a month
· We work with schools to support Sports Ministry outside school hours.


Ministry Team and PCC Support.
A Parish Support Team available to support and guide you in areas including church buildings, safeguarding, children youth and families work, communications and marketing, generous giving and finance.

Ministry Team Example:
· 3 Retired clergy with pTO are in the benefice and support when required
· 3 Authorised Worship Assistants, 1 Authorised Pastoral Assistant, 4 Licenced Lay Ministers
· 1 Parish Administrator volunteer
· 1 youth worker part time, shared across the benefice
· We also have a pastoral care team who take home communions and visit the nursing home.



PCC Support Examples:
We have a full PCC group, with 2 churchwardens, 1 treasurer, 1 chair, 1 parish safeguarding officer etc. Our church administrator works 14 hours per week from a dedicated Church Office. Or:
We are a benefice group covering 6 parishes. Two of the churches are in regular use with a full PCC. The other 4 are festival churches and do not have any PCC members, although we do share a whole benefice support with 2 meetings per year.

What we can offer you
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The Rectory

Examples:
A brand new house within 300m of the old Rectory. A modern building with good energy efficient ratings and much lower running costs than the previous Victorian building.
· Telephone and broadband
· Heating
· Floor plan and rooms
· Pictures.


Clergy Wellbeing and Safeguarding

Example:
We want to support clergy wellbeing and enable our clergy to take regular time off, holidays and retreats and reimburse clergy expenses. Our current clergy pattern of time off is Friday and Saturday.
We are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of children, young people and vulnerable adults. We strive to be a safe church for all and you can find our safeguarding policy here: (link)
We have two Parish Safeguarding Officers in post and we are 100% supportive of safeguarding records and training.



Any other business
Examples:
Benefice share, Church charities, Patronage, Overseas links.
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Helpful links

Diocese of Norwich
www.dioceseofnorwich.org

Church of England
www.churchofengland.org

Living and working in Norfolk – Norfolk County Council
www.norfolk.gov.uk/jobs-training-and-volunteering/living- and-working-in-norfolk










Thank you
for reading this parish profile.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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