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What we hope to do each meeting:
• sharing of good practice
• discussion of ideas and issues
• resource updates
• the opportunity to network with other Collective Worship 

Leads

Focus for September’s network meeting:

• Resources for Harvest and Remembrance
• Linking Worship to your vision and RE
• SIAMS Focus – Inspection Question 3 How do we make 

worship inclusive, invitational and inspirational?
• Action research project – prayer
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National and Regional Updates 
September 2023
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• Collective worship gives pupils and school staff the 
opportunity to:

• Engage in an act of community.

• Express praise and thanksgiving to God.

• Be still and reflect.

• Explore the big questions of life and respond to national 
events.

• Foster respect and deepen spiritual awareness.

• Reflect on the character of God and on the teachings of 
Christ.

• Affirm Christian values and attitudes.

• Share each other's joys and challenges.

• Celebrate special times in the Christian calendar.
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Church of England National 
Guidance for Collective Worship

www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-
05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf 

http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
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Updated website from the 

diocese to support Collective 

Worship in schools.

www.dioceseofnorwich.org/schools/siams-re-collective-worship/collective-worship/ 

http://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/schools/siams-re-collective-worship/collective-worship/
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Update Your Collective Worship 

Policy 

• Does it reflect the changes to 
SIAMS and the New Framework?

• Are you familiar with the changes?

• Use the updated Model Policy with 

the changes from September 2023.

• New sections on inclusion, 
implementation and spirituality.



What do you think?
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Resources for Worship

• Harvest

• Remembrance
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HARVEST

www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-10/harvest18-schools-
toolkit-collective-worship.pdf 

Good ideas and links 
for courageous 
advocacy work.

Harvest resources from Christian Aid:
www.christianaid.org.uk/get-

involved/schools/harvest-school-
resources 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/harvest-toolkit-collective-worship-ideas
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-10/harvest18-schools-toolkit-collective-worship.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-10/harvest18-schools-toolkit-collective-worship.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/harvest-school-resources
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/harvest-school-resources
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/harvest-school-resources
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https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/co
ntent/pages/documents/1583845904.pdf  

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1583845904.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1583845904.pdf
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www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-
09/faithathome-school-resources-harvest-primary-
september-2020.pdf 

• Follows the GERS approach
• Based on the three I’s for worship
• Has biblical stories
• Links with he community locally and wider
• Range of activities 
• Contains spiritual development elements

http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/faithathome-school-resources-harvest-primary-september-2020.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/faithathome-school-resources-harvest-primary-september-2020.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/faithathome-school-resources-harvest-primary-september-2020.pdf
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Remembrance

www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-

worship/remembrance 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-worship/remembrance
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-worship/remembrance
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https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/co
ntent/pages/documents/1583844850.pdf 

• 3-page remembrance 
worship plan outlined.

• Links to other online 
resources offered.

• Uses CBeebies video clips so 
suitable for younger pupils.

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1583844850.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1583844850.pdf
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http://www.going4growt
h.com/growth_through_
the_year/remembrance 

http://www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/remembrance
http://www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/remembrance
http://www.going4growth.com/growth_through_the_year/remembrance
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www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-
involved/remembrance/teaching-
remembrance 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
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How do we demonstrate the 
connection between collective 
worship and our school’s 
theologically rooted Christian 
vision?
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• A theological rooted Christian vision is central to the life and 
strategic development of a church school.

• Collective worship should explore your vision, this could be through 
core Christian values, bible verses, examples of how to live out the 
vision.

• It is important to hear the vision from different people and in 
different ways, so it becomes understood by everyone.

https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/ed-55-a-fresh-look-at-church-school-inspection-
examining-the-2023-siams-framework 

What does the 
community need? 

How is the school 
placed to meet that 

need?

What does the 
school draw from 
the Bible to help 

them?

https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/ed-55-a-fresh-look-at-church-school-inspection-examining-the-2023-siams-framework
https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/ed-55-a-fresh-look-at-church-school-inspection-examining-the-2023-siams-framework
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A Christian vision should 
reflect the teaching of 

Christ

Collective worship should 
be a place to encounter 
and hear of the life and 

teachings of Christ

Through spiritual 
development – i.e. 

reflection, culture of 
curiosity / questioning we 
can explore and link both.
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How do you link and explore your Christian vision to / in 
collective worship?

How do you express your Christian distinctiveness?

Is it obvious?



What do you think?
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SIAMS Focus – 

Inspection 

Question 3 How do 

we make worship 

inclusive, 

invitational and 

inspirational?
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Context of the school 2: 

What are we doing here?

• What are the school’s arrangements for 
collective worship? Why are these 
arrangements in place?

• In the initial phone call the 

inspector will ask you this 

question.

• You can direct them to your 
policy and information on your 

website or prospectus.

• You need to explain what you 

do, how you do it and why 

you do it?
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IQ3 How is collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually?

a) How do the theologically rooted Christian vision and the Anglican/Methodist foundation of the 
school shape worship and spirituality in the school?

b) How do partnerships with the DBE and/or MAST, and partnerships with parish/local church/es 
enhance this?

c) In what ways is the worship life of the school inclusive, invitational, and inspirational?

d) In the context of the school as a Church school, what do pupils and adults understand to be 
the meaning of spirituality and spiritual development? How does this enhance and enrich 
collective worship and individuals’ spiritual development?

e) How does the trust contribute to and enhance the school’s worship and spiritual life? 
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Diocese of St Albans

Creating Inclusive Collective 
Worship for All
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We need to consider inclusion as:

Disability 
Additional 

needs

Impairment Accessibility 

Physical 
barriers

Programme 
barriers

People 
barriers
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Barriers Physical – ramps, doors, loos, lights, 
noise, signs, smells, people

Programme – unexpected changes, now 
and next, interest, connections, clarity,

People – language, acceptance, multi-
sensory, cultural changes, 
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Removing or reducing barriers - ASK

Ask Seek Know
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Invite to belong…

How do you invite all people to belong and be comfortable in collective worship?

Is collective worship a hospitable place where everyone is respected and valued 
equally?

Does you Collective Worship Policy identify ways you include everyone, 
acknowledge needs and adapt provision?



What do you think?
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Share an example of good practice or a resource you have used recently in Collective Worship – it 

could be how you have adapted your plans to meet the needs of different griups of pupils, or a story or 

new song resource.  
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Two projects to be 

involved in in 2023-24
Developing Prayer and 

Reflection Toolkit Resources for 

Primary Collective Worship

(Diocese Board of Education)



What do you think?
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Final Questions…
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Dates for your diary…

CW Networks are planned for:

• 20 November 2023

• 26 February 2024

• 20 May 2024
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Thank you for your time

chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org 

  ChrislindyJ
Please complete your 

evaluation by scanning 
this code.

mailto:chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org
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