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What we hope to do each meeting:
• sharing of good practice
• discussion of ideas and issues
• resource updates
• the opportunity to network with other Collective Worship Leads

Focus for November’s network meeting:

• Resources for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany & Candlemas
• Linking Worship to your vision and RE
• SIAMS Focus – Inspection Question 3 How do we make worship 

inspirational?
• SIAMS Focus - How do we make pupils spiritual leaders in worship? 

Action research project – Bursts of Prayer
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National and Regional Updates 
November 2023
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Church of England National 
Guidance for Collective Worship

www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-
05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf 

http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/collective-worship-guidance-18052021.pdf
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What does the 

National Guidance 

ask of us?

• Daily act of Collective Worship – 
should be central to the school day.

• Christian in content – a place to 
explore and express the theologically 
rooted Christian Vision of the school.

• Enables all pupils and adults to flourish 

– living life in all of its fullness to 
encounter faith by engaging in 
conversations about God, both as 
individuals and together.
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• Worship should be 

welcoming and therefore 

naturally inclusive.

• Worship should be 

consistently invitational.

• involves meeting, exploring, 

questioning, and responding to 

others and, for some, to God.

• no compulsion to take part, 

should provide the opportunity 

to engage whilst allowing the 

freedom of those of different 

faiths and those who profess 
no religious faith to be present 

and to engage with integrity.
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How do you invite 
everyone to be part 

of worship?

How do you 
promote 

questioning?  / 
wonderment?

What responses do 
you use in worship?  
Do you mirror what 
is used in church?

How does your 
school community 
encounter faith in 

worship?

How do you know 
the impact of your 

worship on your 
pupils and adults?
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SIAMS Focus – 

Inspection 

Question 3 How do 

we make worship 

inclusive, 

invitational and 

inspirational?
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IQ3 How is collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually?

a) How do the theologically rooted Christian vision and the Anglican/Methodist foundation of the 
school shape worship and spirituality in the school?

b) How do partnerships with the DBE and/or MAST, and partnerships with parish/local church/es 
enhance this?

c) In what ways is the worship life of the school inclusive, invitational, and inspirational?

d) In the context of the school as a Church school, what do pupils and adults understand to be 
the meaning of spirituality and spiritual development? How does this enhance and enrich 
collective worship and individuals’ spiritual development?

e) How does the trust contribute to and enhance the school’s worship and spiritual life? 
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What does inspirational look like?

Formational Transformational

Motivate pupils and 
adults to reflect on their 

and the wider 
community’s behaviour 

and actions.

Leads to thinking 
differently and acting 

differently.

Ask big questions about 
who we are and why we do 

what we do?

Motivate adults and 
pupils into action.
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Worship should be an 
open door to explore 

new ideas, new thinking 
and a new way of living 
(for some).



What do you think?

How do you do this in your school?
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Resources for Worship

• Advent

• Christmas

• Epiphany

• Candlemas
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Advent: 3 December -24 December 2023

www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-worship/advent-
and-christmas 

www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/2397/advent-peace

www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/community-matters-at-christmas-
download-page  

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-worship/advent-and-christmas
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/education/christian-distinctiveness/collective-worship/advent-and-christmas
http://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/2397/advent-peace
http://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/community-matters-at-christmas-download-page
http://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/community-matters-at-christmas-download-page
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Archbishop of York’s Advent Book 2023

“Explore daily reflections on racial 
justice and the Church's diversity, 
drawing wisdom from biblical and 
historical figures to illuminate your 
Advent journey.”

www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Love-Rejoicing-Archbishop-
Foreword-ebook/dp/B0C5RF5LPY 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Love-Rejoicing-Archbishop-Foreword-ebook/dp/B0C5RF5LPY
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Love-Rejoicing-Archbishop-Foreword-ebook/dp/B0C5RF5LPY
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Christmas/ Incarnation
www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/faith-home/faith-home-videos/collective-worship-primary-schools-christmas

Advent / Joy of Christmas and many more!

www.collectiveworship.com/ActDetails/?ID=209 

Plan and PowerPoint on Giving at Christmas

 

www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=Advent+and+Christmas&pid=89

The Diocese of Lincoln Education Department have created daily collective worship resources to take you through the journey of Advent and Christmas.

 

http://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/faith-home/faith-home-videos/collective-worship-primary-schools-christmas
http://www.collectiveworship.com/ActDetails/?ID=209
http://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=Advent+and+Christmas&pid=89
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 Epiphany: 6 January 2024

www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1848/epiphany 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1582834302.pdf

www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/faith-home/faith-home-videos/collective-worship-primary-schools-refugees-s3e3

 

http://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1848/epiphany
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f209069c4808/content/pages/documents/1582834302.pdf
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 Candlemas: 2 February 2024

www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1846/candlemas 

www.messychurch.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf/Ashburt
on_Candlemas%20envelope.pdf 

 

http://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1846/candlemas
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf/Ashburton_Candlemas%20envelope.pdf
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/pdf/Ashburton_Candlemas%20envelope.pdf


What do you think?
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Share an example of good practice or a resource you have used recently in Collective Worship – it 

could be how you have adapted your plans to meet the needs of different griups of pupils, or a story or 

new song resource.  
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How do we demonstrate the 
connection between collective 
worship and our schools 
theologically rooted Christian 
vision?
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Ideas to link 
vision and worship

Explore the school’s vision and how 
that underpins shared values and 

virtues. 

Help pupils and adults to appreciate 
the relevance of faith in today’s 

world by encountering the teachings 
of Jesus and the Bible and 

developing understanding of the 
Christian belief in the trinitarian 

nature of God

Offer the opportunity, without 
compulsion, to all pupils and adults 

to grow spiritually through 
experiences of prayer, stillness, 

worship and reflection based on the 
vision, values and virtues of your 

school.

Use prayer, story, silence, stillness 
and reflection to encounter Anglican 

Traditions that make your school 
vision meaningful and relevant.

Enable pupils to develop skills 
through engaging in the planning, 

leading and evaluation of collective 
worship linked to exploring the 
vision, values and virtues of the 

school.
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Worship doesn’t 
always need to be 
indoors or in 
school!

Forest 
church

Outside 
worship

Use your 
local church

Café church

Active 
church

https://gloucester.anglican.org/2018/discovering-forest-church/

www.theresourcehub.co.uk/cafe-church

www.dioceseofnorwich.org/resource_category/outdoor-church/  

https://gloucester.anglican.org/2018/discovering-forest-church/
http://www.theresourcehub.co.uk/cafe-church
http://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/resource_category/outdoor-church/
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What do you think?
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Action Research Project 23-24

Bursts of Prayer
A repository of prayer resources for different aspects of school and life.
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What types of prayer do you use in your school?

Thankfulness Guidance Forgiveness 

Adoration Reflection Help 
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A short opportunity to hear and speak to God about a 
particular subject.

Follow an agreed format

Draw on biblical verses 

Focus with a prayer and chance to reflect

Offers a calm space in a busy day
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Next steps:

1. Identify prayers you use in school for different situations and 
send them to me. Read 7 ways to pray research paper.

2. Identify any biblical passages you use for reflection.

3. Draft the Burst of Prayer resource and guidance on ways to 

pray and reflect in school, home and in life.

4. Trial the resource.
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What do you think?
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Final Questions…
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Dates for your diary…

CW Networks are planned for:

• 26 February 2024

• 20 May 2024
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Thank you for your time

chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org 

  ChrislindyJ
Please complete your 

evaluation by scanning 
this code.

mailto:chris.allen@dioceseofnorwich.org
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Clare Williams 

Head of Schools and Families, 
Norwich Cathedral

https://cathedral.org.uk/learn/school-visits/ 

schoolsadmin@cathedral.org.uk 

https://cathedral.org.uk/learn/school-visits/
mailto:schoolsadmin@cathedral.org.uk
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