
 

 
Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge Retrieval Questions  

– to support the assessment of Big Enquiry Questions from the Norfolk 
Agreed Syllabus 

Yr4 
Enquiry 2 

✓ Substantive Knowledge to test: At least three views about the nature and existence 

of God e.g. God as love, God as Father, God as light, God as creator (see 

supplementary ideas) 

✓ The difference between knowledge, belief and opinion.  

✓ The complex nature of concepts such as truth and reality.  

✓ Debates about whether something can be proven.  

✓ Sikh beliefs about God as Supreme Truth, Ultimate reality and Sustainer of 

all things.  

✓ Use of the term Waheguru and other titles used for God. 

 
Disciplinary Knowledge to test: 

✓ Describe different philosophical answers to questions relating to meaning and 

existence including God as truth and the concept of pantheism.  

✓ Begin to use philosophical vocabulary when discussing issues relating to truth, 

reality and knowledge such as axiom and proof.  

✓ Give reasons for more than one point of view, providing pieces of evidence to 

support these views using the work of philosophers and truth claims from sacred 

texts.  
✓  

Substantive Retrieval Questions: 

• Name three or more ways Christians describe 
God. 

• What does Ik Onkar mean to Sikhs? 

• What does Waheguru mean in Sikhism? 

• What is pantheism? 

• What is an axiom? Can you give an example? 

Disciplinary Retrieval Questions: 

• How do people know what is true, what is a 
belief and what is an opinion? 

•  What is the difference between knowing and 
believing? 

• Compare  and contrast the Sikh and Christian 
view of God. 
 

Retrieval Practice Assessment Approaches: 
• The three-question approach – choose three questions to ask at the start of each RE lesson, one 

substantive knowledge about the current enquiry, one disciplinary question from the current enquiry and 
one random / bonus question of your choice for pupils to answer. 

• At the end of the enquiry process in the EVALUATE stage provide a quiz for children to complete using the 
substantive knowledge questions. 

• At the end of the enquiry process in the EXPRESS stage use the disciplinary questions to explore a deeper 
focus for assessing disciplinary knowledge – this could be used to form the basis of an assessment activity 
e.g. a debate of how moral laws support Muslims in the modern world vs leading them to be different and 
radical. 

 
The RE Age Related Expectations we will cover and be assessed against:  

 
Philosophy  

A. The Nature of knowledge, meaning and existence  Describe different philosophical 

answers to questions about the world around them, including questions relating to 

meaning and existence.  

Begin to use philosophical vocabulary when discussing issues relating to truth, reality 

and knowledge. 

What do we mean by truth? Is seeing believing? 


