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E-Safety Policy

Introduction
The PlayVan Trustees have a commitment to keeping children safe and healthy. The E-safety policy operates at all times under the umbrella of the Safeguarding Policy. The E-safety policy is the implementation of the Safeguarding policy in relation to electronic communications of all types.

E-safety ensures children are not harmed, placed at risk or bullied through use of the internet, e-mails, blogs, and social networking sites; or by mobile phones and electronic devices and games. This policy aims to achieve a balance between safeguarding the children in our care and ensuring families are able to experience pleasure and pride in their children’s achievements through the use of technology. 

Photography and Videos

The use of images is divided into two categories:

· images taken for PlayVan use i.e. for promotional purposes
· images taken by parents during sessions
Images taken by the Development/PlayVan Worker
The Development/PlayVan Worker may only take images of children in the presence of their parents and with their consent.
Photographs are used for a number of purposes but generally to capture a particular experience or something that the child has achieved. In addition, we may use photographs for the following:

	Photographs
	Purpose

	Displays of children’s work
	A record of ideas and references for

future use

	Examples of children’s play
	As part of the child’s learning story

and for parents to see

	To develop areas within the space
	To demonstrate the range of activities

provided


All images taken must be deemed suitable without putting the child in any compromising positions that could cause embarrassment or distress. 

Parents/carers are permitted to take photographs of their own child within the group. If another child is involved within the play, permission must be sort by the other parent.

The Data Protection Act 1998 affects the use of photography. An image of a child is personal data and it is, therefore, a requirement under the Act that consent is obtained from the parent/carer of a child for any images made such as those used for the Nursery website, observations, outings and events or other purposes. We feel it is also important to take into account the wishes of a child, remembering that some children do not wish to have their photograph taken. 
Signed consent on the child’s registration form will be obtained from parents/carers and kept in the PlayVan file. Only children whose parents/carers have given written permission will have their photograph taken.
Where a parent/carer has given consent but a child declines to have an image taken, we will treat it as consent not having been given and other arrangements will be made to ensure that the child is not photographed/filmed. 

Where parents/carers have refused permission for their child to be photographed or have not returned a correctly completed and signed consent form, the child will be removed from situations where their image may be recorded. Where this is not practical, no images will be recorded. 

Images taken by the press

Signed consent on the child’s registration form for the media to take photographs will be obtained from parents/carers and kept in the PlayVan file. Only children whose parents/carers have given written permission will have their photograph taken for a newspaper article.

Storage of images

The PlayVan has a duty of care to safeguard images so that they cannot be used inappropriately. 
Publishing or displaying photographs or other images of children

When displaying or publishing images of children, the PlayVan will avoid the possibility that people outside the groups could identify and then contact children directly. 

Indecent images

‘There are no circumstances that will justify adults possessing indecent images of children. Adults who access and possess links to such websites will be viewed as a significant threat to children. It is never appropriate for adults to take photographs of children in a work setting for their personal use.’ Norfolk County Council 2012
Further information is available in the Government’s ‘Guidance for safer working practice for adults who work with children and young people.’
http://www.childrenengland.org.uk/upload/Guidance%20.pdf 
Refer also to the Safeguarding Policy.

A trustee is appointed to oversee Safeguarding.

This policy was adopted by the PlayVan Trustees on ……………………………………… 

Signed by Chair of the PlayVan……………………………………………………………………..
Review date ……………………………………….
