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Geo in Greek means ‘the Earth’ and
graph means ‘to write’. How can
that not be the most interesting,
challenging and engaging subject
matter in the curriculum? To take all
of God’s creation and seek to describe
it and understand it must surely be
the greatest context for learning that
there is? Well, that’s what Fred Corbett,
Chair of our St Benet’s MAT wrote
to me when he heard this edition of
Footprints is focusing on geography.

I willingly admit that geography was
one of my favourite subjects at school. In
reading the school examples that follow
I’m reminded why that was – there is such
variation that can be studied and there
is a real practical element to this which
engages and inspires.
There are some beautiful phrases and
words used to describe what excellence
in geography looks like; ‘Curiosity
and a lived experiential opportunity’,
‘exploration’, ‘provocation’, ‘investigation’.
Of course, such an approach is relevant
to all subjects, but geography gives
some wonderful opportunities to
capture the enthusiasm and attention of
children and young people as they learn
about God’s creation.
The Church of England’s Vision for
Education speaks of educating for
Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills. It reminds
us that ‘The biblical wisdom tradition,
in Job, Proverbs and in the teaching of
Jesus, also saw the natural world as a
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place of wonder, exploration, reflection
and self-discovery. The pedagogical
potential of study in and of the natural
world should not be squeezed out
through timetabling pressures. In an
age of multiple ecological challenges
and increasing disconnection between
many people and first-hand experiences
of nature, it is more important than ever.’
I’m sure our young, and not so young,
geographers would agree!
To support schools, the Diocese of
Norwich education team has refreshed and
relaunched its publication ‘Our School:
Our World. How can we help to care for
the planet?’. This is a superb resource and
outlines practical ideas from Christian and
other perspectives to develop stewardship
of God’s world in schools. Please download
a copy and share and use widely.
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything
in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he
founded it upon the seas and established it
upon the waters (Psalm 24:1-2).

www.dioceseofnorwich.org
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Our Geography ‘Subject on a Page’
quotes Jimmy Buffett: ‘without
geography you’re nowhere.’ Curiosity and
a lived experiential opportunity is the key
to excellence in geography at Thomas
Bullock. True cultural capital is derived
from offering excellent life experiences
to all pupils and geography acts as a
driver for this at our school. We start
with the common offer that all children
receive at least three experiences, or class
trips, each year, in every year group.
We demonstrate our outstanding
geography provision by encouraging
pupils to develop their knowledge and

understanding of the local area, the
British Isles and the wider world. We
use big questions, provocations and
artefacts: aiming to inspire in children
a fascination about the world and its
people as well as developing an interest
in natural and human environments
and key physical and human processes.
This is not only in EYFS but all the
way through to Year 6 and beyond.
We link our curriculum to geographical
locations. Each of our classes is named
after continents, which provides many
rich and varied opportunities to explore.
We are fortunate to have extensive
grounds, which include a large field,
a wildlife area, a woodland area, farm
and polytunnel. Our forest school and
pond provide real hands-on experiential
learning opportunities for our young
geographers. This enhanced provision

enables us to provide practical, handson experiences for the children.
Universally, geography is taught well
in EYFS. The Reggio Emilia approach,
whereby provocations stimulate thought,
curiosity, and exploration through
knowledge and understanding of the
world is prevalent. But a day in the life of
a Thomas Bullock pupil in EYFS, KS1 and
KS2 will see them applying graphicacy in
fieldwork and mapping skills, whilst using
embedded geographical vocabulary
in forest school or even orienteering
sessions run by specialists where they
apply their knowledge and skills.
Beware! KS2 pupils have been
known to be caught in volcanoes
and earthquakes and are tasked
with engineering seismography
warning systems and using data
and graphing accurately.

Lisa Howard
Deputy Headteacher & Curriculum Lead
Garboldisham Primary Academy –
St Benet’s MAT
This year at Garboldisham, we have
built our learning each term around two
main concept words. These concepts
form the central focus for the children’s
learning in humanities, as well as
extending across the curriculum.
In Years 3 and 4, the concepts of
‘Settlement’ and ‘Influence’ were used as a
conduit to study Anglo Saxons and Scots
in history, and settlements in geography.
The children explored questions such as

Heatheranne Farley
KS2 Teacher & Geography Subject Leader
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Whilst most of us were unable to travel
far in the Spring Term, this didn’t stop the
Great Massingham and Harpley children
from learning more about the amazing
world in which we live. We investigated
what the Earth is made of and found
out that it contains four layers. The inner
core is hottest and made of solid metals
surrounded by the outer core where
the metals are liquid and not quite as
hot. Next comes the mantle. It is made

‘What makes a good settlement?’ as well
as asking why people settled originally in
places such as West Stow. The influence
that the Anglo Saxons had on place names
that we still use today was studied, with
the children realising that Garboldisham
actually contained the Anglo Saxon word
‘ham’ meaning village and Norwich the
word ‘wich’ meaning produce of a farm.
This term, Years 3 and 4 have also used
their knowledge of settlements to explore
the village for their local history study.
They have mapped Garboldisham and
used archaeological data to date parts
of the village where there is evidence of
older settlements, including a bronze age

barrow. Exploration of the houses in the
village has brought to light the fact that the
oldest house dates from 1490 and another,
slightly younger, opposite has a window
etched (and certified) by Queen Mary.
Years 5 and 6 have worked on the
concepts of ‘Society’ and ‘Change’ with
a focus on Victorian England and the
Industrial Revolution. They carried out a
study on London, mapping the city and
looking at a range of maps from different
eras. They were able to locate the same
landmarks over time as well as compare
the population density changes. The
children also took on a treasure hunt of
London using coordinates to guide them.

up of molten magma (liquid rock). The
outer layer of the Earth is the thinnest
and called the crust. It is also made up of
rock – solid this time – and is divided into
tectonic plates which move around.
The children found out that there is a
lot of activity found around where the
tectonic plates meet. The plates move
because of the convection current found
within the mantle. Mountains are formed
when the plates push against each other
and earthquakes occur when the plates
rub against each other, causing pressure to
build up and the rock to break. Volcanoes
can happen either when plates collide and

one plate is pushed underneath the other
or when two plates move away from each
other. The children produced beautiful
artwork using mixed media to create
pictures of erupting volcanoes. They also
used materials from around the home to
create a 3D landscape to show what an area
would look like following an earthquake.
In a time where climate change and
global warming receive high levels of
media coverage, we immensely value
the opportunity to teach children about
these matters through our geography
curriculum at Harpley and Great
Massingham CE Primary Schools.

Guidance on setting the constitution on GovernorHub for clerks in church schools
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Our small central governance team
supports governing boards in church
schools with the appointment/
reappointment of Foundation
Governors, reconstitution of governing
boards, federating governing boards
and converting to academy status.
Our ability to support governance in
church schools has been enhanced this
year by being able to access the data
on GovernorHub with regard to the
membership of the governing boards.
This allows us to check information about
vacancies and when re-appointments
of foundation governors are due and
provide statistical information to the
Diocesan Board of Education. In doing
this, we have noticed that some of the
information on GovernorHub is not
always recorded in a consistent manner.
It would be a great help if the clerks to
the church school governing boards
could do the following:
1. Cross-check your governing board’s
Instrument of Government (IoG) with
the Constitution on GovernorHub.

You should ensure that the number
and category of Governors on the
Constitution matches what is stated on
the IoG. For example, if your Instrument
of Government states:

your IoG, check that all the governors
have been assigned to the correct
category; e.g. if they are Foundation
Bishop Appointed or the Foundation DBE
Appointed etc.

The governing body shall consist of:
• two parent governors
• one LA governor
• one staff governor
•	the Headteacher (if he/she decides to
take up the post)
• eight foundation governors
• one co-opted governor

4. It may also be useful for future
reference to know which PCC has
appointed a Foundation Governor.
You can denote this using the additional
information option which can be
accessed by clicking on the arrow
beside the governor’s name, then on the
appointment information click the three
dots and select to edit information. You
can then type in the name of the PCC.

and that of the Foundation Governors,
one should be Bishop Appointed, three
should be DBE Appointed and four
should be PCC Appointed, then that is
what the Constitution on GovernorHub
should show.
2. The categories which appear on the
drop down list on GovernorHub can be
confusing, but to ensure consistency
across all church schools, please only
use the following categories:
• Foundation Bishop Appointed
•	Foundation Diocesan Board of
Education Appointed
•	Foundation Parochial Church Council
Appointed
• Headteacher or Executive Headteacher
• Parent Governor
• Staff Governor
• Co-opted Governor
• Local Authority Governor
3. When you are sure that your
Constitution on GovernorHub matches

5. When you appoint a new governor,
the ‘first appointed date’ and the ‘term
of office’ start date should be the
same. When you re-appoint a governor,
change the term of office start date but
do not change the ‘first appointed date’.
For example, if a governor was originally
appointed on 1 June 2017 and then
renews for a second term, their record
will now show:
First appointed		
Term of Office start date
Term of Office end date

Your support with this is much
appreciated. There is further guidance
with screen shots on GovernorHub
under DoN Governor Support –
Resources specific for VA/VC schools
– Information for clerks in church
schools. If you need any help, please get
in touch via governance@donesc.org

Welcome

Farewell & thanks

Headteachers starting

Headteachers moving on in August

Emily McMillen
Heartwood VC Primary & Nursery

Kay Swann – Cawston Primary Academy DNEAT
Neil Henery – Cringleford VA Primary
Paula Jones – Flourish Federation
Julia Humphries – Garboldisham Primary Academy St Benet’s
Bradley Young – Homefield VC Primary
Christabelle Whiteley-Tye – Hopton Primary Academy DNEAT
Mary Dolan – Pilgrim Federation
Simone Goddard – Pulham VC Primary
Maxine McGarr – The Saint’s Federation
Claire Vosper – Scole VC Primary
Tom Snowden – Swanton Morley VC Primary
Chris Allen – Unity Federation

Farewell & thanks
Sue Lunnun
Diocesan School Support
Officer (DSSO)

1 June 2017
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31 May 2025

Reminders

Reminder of the training offer
www.DofN.org/training
HT Forum, 17 June 2021, 09.30–12.00
www.DofN.org/HTForum2021

